
The group worked with
teachers, school admin-
ŝƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�
experts. They also
heard over 10,000 pub-
lic comments while
developing the stand-
ards.

Forty eight states and
three U.S. territories
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀ Ğ͘��
Only Alaska and Texas
ĚĞĐůŝŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ͘��

The final report was 
issued on June 2, 2010.
Federal Aid has been
awarded to two groups
to design assessment
tools for the Standards.

What exactly is meant
by the term Common
Core Standards? The
Common Core Stand-
ards are the retooling
plan to bring more
alignment, rigor, and
consistency to students
in our K-12 public
schools. They are de-
signed to make sure our
students are prepared
for college work or a
ĐĂƌĞĞƌ�ƵƉŽŶ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ͘ ���������������

The new standards will
also make sure all states
are using the same defi-
ŶŝƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�͞ ƉƌŽĮ ĐŝĞŶĐǇ͟�
and the same measure-
ments for things like

ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞƐ͘ ��dŚĞ��
EĂƟŽŶĂů� ' Žǀ ĞƌŶŽƌ͛Ɛ�
�ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�
Council of Chief State

^ĐŚŽŽů�Kĸ ĐĞƌƐ�ŝŶŝƟĂƚĞĚ�
the new Common Core
Standards. This was a
ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ� ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ���
states and not a federal
ŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀ Ğ͘��

Currently curriculum for

students in the United

States varies widely from

state to state.  Proficiency 

standards also vary wide-

ly. Textbooks have been

provided by publishers

who favor the needs of

the largest states and

assessment test publish-

ers have done the same.

/Ŷ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕ � ƚĞƐƚƐ� ĂƌĞ�����

designed to rank stu-

dents, not to determine if

ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŵĂƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ĐƌŝƟͲ

cal skills, or to provide

individual scores. Even

our high school gradua-

ƟŽŶ� ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ� ǀ ĂƌǇ�

ǁ ŝĚĞůǇ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͘ ��

^ŽŵĞ�ĨĞĞů�ŝƚ͛ Ɛ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�
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Common Core Standards
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/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ĐŽŵƉĂƌŝͲ

sons of students in 60

countries have shown

that American 15-year

old students perform at

about the average level

in reading and science

but lower than average

in math. Researchers

tell us that there is more

poverty in the U.S. than

in most of the other

countries in the Interna-

ƟŽŶĂů� ĐŽŵƉĂƌŝƐŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�

we have a weaker safety

net. A 2008 UNICEF

study on poverty of 22

ǁ ĞĂůƚŚǇ���ŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ƉƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�

U.S. at 21st place.

�� ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ� ĂŐŽ͕ � ƚŚĞ�

h ͘ ^͘ �ůĞĚ�Ăůů�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶƐ�

ŝŶ� ĐŽůůĞŐĞ� ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶ�

but today, ten countries

have passed us up.

�Ɛ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ũŽďƐ�

increases and employers

expect more from appli-

cants, our students will

be hard pressed to com-

pete in the global econo-

ŵǇ�ŝĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ĚŽĞƐ�

not improve.

ereignty of states to

decide their own stand-

ards.

Texas Governor Rick

Perry logged in to Arne

�ƵŶĐĂŶ� ǁ ŝƚŚ� Ă� ůĞƩ Ğƌ���

ŽďũĞĐƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞͲ

ŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�

the standards for the

The strongest arguments

ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ� ĂĚŽƉƟŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�

Common Core Standards

for K-12 seem to center

on two issues: (1) the

cost and difficulty of 

ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�

curriculum and assess-

ments, and (2) the sov-

RTT grants. He noted

ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�

taxpayers and his need

to shield his local schools

from unwarranted feder-

al intrusion into local

district decision making

for the reason Texas opt-

ed out.

ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ�

of eligibility for federal

funds. However, com-

ƉĞƟƟǀ Ğ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�Ăǁ ĂƌĚĞĚ�

by the Race to The Top

program did require

school districts to adopt

the standards in order to

receive the funds. In ad-

ĚŝƟŽŶ͕ �ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŝŶĚŝͲ

ĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�

will carry the same

requirement. President

KďĂŵĂ͛ Ɛ� ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�

has made it clear that

they will give priority to

those districts who have

adopted the standards in

the future.

While the standards will

not tell teachers how to

teach, they will help to

provide an accessible

roadmap for teachers,

parents and students.

The U.S. Department of

�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ� ŚĂƐ� not

ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

S o H o w d o o u r k i d s s t a c k u p ?

I s t h e r e a n y o p p o s i t i o n t o
t h e n e w s t a n d a r d s ?

P a g e 2

W i l l t h e N e w S t a n d a r d s
h e l p e v e r y o n e ?“The new

standards will

provide an

accessible

roadmap for

teachers,

parents and

students.”

S p e c i a l I s s u e B r i e f # 2

/ƚ ͛ Ɛ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŚĂƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ���

find a good job. 

Some didn’t like the

new standards.



dŚĞ�&ŽƌĚŚĂŵ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�Ğǀ ĂůƵĂƚĞĚ�

the Common Core Standards

(CCS) and found the following:

 CCS earned a grade of A - in

math while English Lan-

guage Arts (ELA) earned a

B +.

 Common Core Standards

were found to be clearer

and more rigorous.

 Of 102 comparisons in 51

ũƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƟŽŶƐ͕ � ��^� ǁ ĞƌĞ�

found clearly superior 76

ƟŵĞƐ͘

However the state standards in

California and other states’

standards were found to be

ĐůĞĂƌůǇ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵŽŶ�

Core and eleven other states

were found to be equivalent or

too close to call.

raise the bar on our

achievement. They have

also raised concerns

about local control and

the ability of local teach-

ers and administrators to

determine their curricu-

ůƵŵ͘ ��D ĂŶǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ƌĞͲ

main on just how the

scores will be used or mis-

used. And looming in the

background is the reau-

The future of public edu-

ĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�̂ ƚĂƚĞƐ�

has become uncertain.

Vouchers and tax credit

ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂůƐ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ� ƚŽ�

compete for scarce funds.

Gaps in achievement and

Į ŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶͲ

ue to grow. The Common

Core Standards have cre-

ated an opportunity to

achieve consistency and

ƚŚŽƌŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�the Elemen-

tary and Secondary Educa-

ƟŽŶ��Đƚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��E Ž��ŚŝůĚ�

>ĞŌ��ĞŚŝŶĚ�ƌƵůĞƐ͘

If our students are all held

to the new Common Core

Standards will anyone be

interested in making sure

they all receive the same

resources to get to that

higher achievement?

teaching. Accountability

ŝƐ�Ă�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ŝƐƐƵĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�

moment and the test

scores may soon be used

to evaluate teachers or

ĨŽƌ�ƐĂŶĐƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�Ăǁ ĂƌĚƐ͘ ��

There is a concern that

Ɖŝƫ ŶŐ� ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ� ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�

one another for a limited

pool of reward funds is

counter to the collabora-

ƟŽŶ� ŶĞĞĚĞĚ� ŶŽǁ ͘ � ZĞͲ

ǁ ĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�

or team of teachers might

ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƉůĂŶ͘ ��' ƌĂĚͲ

uaƟon rates and academic

growth will likely be

measured in the future.

While it is never a good

idea to base a student’s

ĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ƐŽůĞůǇ�ŽŶ�ŽŶĞ�ƚĞƐƚ�

score, the Common Core

assessments are expected

ƚŽ� ŚĞůƉ� ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ� ďĞƩĞƌ�

understand what students

are learning and where

they need to adjust their

A r e t h e n e w s t a n d a r d s a l o t t o u g h e r
t h a n o u r c u r r e n t s t a t e s t a n d a r d s ?

W i l l t h i s h e l p o u r s t u d e n t s ?

H o w w i l l t h e s c o r e s b e u s e d ?

P a g e 3L e a g u e o f W o m e n V o t e r s - S o u t h S u b u r b a n C l u s t e r

Collaboration is

needed now instead

of competition

between teachers

for a limited pool

of reward funds.

CCS
S

Will our students be able

to compete for a job?

Did the new standards beat the

current state standards?

Sample

Resume



group that received $170 million,

and the Smarter Balanced Assess-

ŵĞŶƚ��ŽŶƐŽƌƟƵŵ�(SBAC),

a 31 state group receiving

$160 million.

PARCC is led by Florida

and is working on offering several    

assessments by computer, at key

ƟŵĞƐ� ĚƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ǇĞĂƌ� ǁ ŝƚŚ� Ă�

streamlined end of year assess-

ment. SBAC is led by Washington

ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ĂĚĂƉƟǀ Ğ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�

exams using open source technol-

ogy with exams twice each school

ǇĞĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƉƟŽŶĂů�ĨŽƌŵĂƟǀ Ğ�Žƌ�

benchmark exams.

�ŽƚŚ�ĐŽŶƐŽƌƟĂ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶŝŶŐ���ĂƐͲ

sessment systems that will be

aligned to the Common Core

Updated accountability systems

will require new criterion-

referenced tests to

measure mastery of

curriculum that is based

on the Common Core.

dǁ Ž�ĐŽĂůŝƟŽŶƐ͕ �ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�ϰϰ�

states and the District of Colum-

ďŝĂ͕ �ǁ ŽŶ�Ă�h ͘ ^��ĞƉƚ͘ �ŽĨ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�

ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŐƌĂŶƚ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ƚŽ�

design comprehensive assess-

ment systems aligned to the

Common Core. The tests will

also be designed to measure col-

lege and career readiness. The

awards were divided between

the Partnership for Assessment

of Readiness for College and

Careers (PARCC), a 26 state

Standards and enable cross-state

ĐŽŵƉĂƌŝƐŽŶƐ͕ �ĂƩ ĞŵƉƚ� ƚŽ� ƚƌĂĐŬ�

individual student progress and

develop cut scores that show if a

student is ready for college or

career.

Both contracts call for the

systems to be ready for use by

the 2014 — 2015 school year.

H o w w i l l t h e c o m m o n c o r e b e a s s e s s e d ?

League of Women Voters - South Suburban Cluster

Attention

Study Leaders

Drop a line to the LWVIL Issues

experts. You can ask your ques-

ƟŽŶƐ͕ �ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ͕ �ĐŚĞĐŬ�

details or just give an update on

how your group is progressing.

Issues@lwvil.org

Keep Your Time Line in Mind

 Begin your study now

 Review the Study Materials

 �ŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů��ŽŶƐĞŶƐƵƐ�D ĞĞƟŶŐ

 Make sure your Report is ready

for LWVUS by November 30, 2011

To read the long form on the

Common Core Standards:

ŚƩ Ɖ͗ ͬ ͬ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ůǁ ǀ ͘ ŽƌŐͬ �ŽŶƚĞŶƚͬ

ContentGroups/Membership/

NEWWEBSITE/ProjectsandStudies/

WƵďůŝĐ�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶͬ

PES_VR_1_CommonStandards.pdf

Editor: Chris Slowik

LWV of the Palos-Orland Area


