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ANSWER
THE CALL

2010
Phonathon
March 18 April 9

In addition to showers, spring

your phone rings between March
1 and April 9, please pick up, talk
to the League member on the
other end, and consider making a
gift to the LWVIL.

Leagues whose members make
phone calls also receive a
percentage of those contributions
made during their calls and of the
gifts received in response to the
November solicitation mailing.
Encourage your local League to
make the calls. We really need
your support.

brings the LWVIL annual
phonat hon, t he
successful fundraiser. So when

SPRING
LWVIL
AcTiviTEs ' §2
rowarcy M-
FOR. . .

y -

Birthday Celebration

y  Lobby Days and LWVIL 90t

y  State of the State luncheon

CALLTO
CONVENTION
2010

LWVUS 49™ NATIONAL
CONVENTION
JUNE 11 TO 15, 2010
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

GO TO WWW.LWV.ORG
FOR MORE INFO

LWVIL Annual Issues Briefing
SATURDAY, February 6, 2010

University Center
Conference Chicago e Lake Room e 525 South State Street ¢ Chicago

Starts at 8:30 a.m.

9:15 a.m. to Noon

REGISTRATION/BREAKFAST/NETWORKING
ISSUES PROGRAM

Redistricting i How Can We Ensure the Lines Will Be Drawn Fairly?
Leaqgq28B8 -nfofsh &1 JObthkctand ) 11 ETTEO8O i Y
A 7ETTAO E1I J/EEIT 80 2AAEOOOEAOQEIT
+ Tom Geoghegan, Attorney, Author, and Activist

¢ Justin Levitt, the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law

I 1l i noi s&s iMhatCanlWeDa?i si s
+ John Bouman, President of the Sargent Shriver National Center on
Poverty Law and Spokesperson for the Responsible Budget Coalition

LUNCHEON:
WORKSHOPS: (select one of four)

= The 2010 Census: Uncle Sam needs YOU! What your League can do to
help achieve a complete count.

=>Redistricting
Leagues can educate their communities and get those petitions signed!.

Noon to 1 p.m.

1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

= Term Limits for Leaders: Is this the solution?

= The lllinois Budget: A look from all sideg What can we eliminate,
from where, and what are the consequences?

To register for the Issues Briefing...
complete and return the Registration Form on page 3
or register online at www.lwvil.org. by January 27, 2009

Directions to the 2010 Issues Briefing: University Center is located on the southeast
corner of State Street and Congress Parkway. For location, driving directions, parking and
public transportation info: http://www.universitycenter.com/conferences/general/location-
map.htmi

For assistance booking hotel rooms in downtown Chicago, refer to www.hotrooms.com
(800/468-3500).

DON6T BE FOOLED!

C%uﬁdsmﬁsm Census Day is April 1, 2010. Make
2010  sure you mail in your questionnaire }v‘
tsinouwrHanas DY APpril Fool ds Day!
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http://www.hotrooms.com/
http://www.lwv.org/

From the President

This past fall has been very busy for

Leagues. I have been reading your

bulletins and can see the many

wonderful activities in which you have

been engaged. Go to our website
(www.Iwvil.org) to read about activities and events around
Illinois. The state League has been busy too:

= LWVIL, along with leaders of CHANGE Illinois,
worked to make sure a campaign finance reform
bill (SB1466) passed. This is first time in Illinois
that there are any limits to contributions that can be
used to fuel political campaigns. A great start, but
there is still work to be done.

This fall, LWVIL joined the Responsible Budget
Coalition (RBC), a coalition of many organizations
working to solve the Illinois fiscal crisis.

The LWVIL Board voted unanimously to support a
Citizen Initiative (proposed constitutional
amendment) on Redistricting. This proposal was
spurred by the work of the Reform Commission,
chaired by Patrick Collins, and would change the
way Illinois draws state legislative and senate
districts.

Please save Saturday, February 6, 2010 for our annual
Issues Briefing. Learn about the issues and how you can
become involved. We have planned a wonderful program.
Fill out the form on page 3 and return it to the LWVIL
office or register on our website.

Primary elections are almost upon us. 1 would like to
remind you to make sure your friends and family are
registered to vote. I know as a League member you will
cast an educated vote. Encourage friends and family to
attend League sponsored candidate forums to be held in
communities across the state 0 that way they too can be
educated voters.

Stay informed. Go to our website. Read our new
ENewsletter. 1f you are not receiving the ENewsletter,
please let us know your current email address and we will
make sure you get it.

As we enter 2010,
honor all those League members who have worked hard to
carry out our mission to encourage informed and active
participation in government, to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and to influence public policy
through education and advocacy. @ We are planning
celebratory events in 2010, including a special Lobby Day,
to commemorate our 90™ birthday. Our annual State of the
State luncheon will be held later in the spring.

Wishing all of you a Happy Holiday season and a Happy
New Year.

Nancy

LWVIL TO HELP HOST ILLINOIS SENATE AND
GUBERNATORIAL PRIMARY DEBATES...

LWVIL has been asked to partner with ABC 7 and the Better Govern-
ment Association to host debates for both Republican and Democratic
candidates for the primary in both the Gubernatorial and Senatorial
races. (The Cook County ILO will be partnering with the same
organizations for the Cook County Board President race.)

Emily Barr, President and General Manager of ABC 7 Chicago said of
t he deWecabtlievs they die an essential piece in the political

process and our hope is that by providing a
n
)

forum for candidates and the important
issues of the day, voters will be able to

make a more infor m¢//<%
Jan Czarnik, Executive Director, said, "With N‘ W
so many serious candidates running for

important offices, we look forward to asking

crucial questions about the issues facing Illinois and to work with ABC
7 Chicago and the Better Government Association to ensure the these

debates are conducted fairly."

Any of you who have questions for the candidates for these offices
should forward them to voterservice@lwvil.org. We will also need a
small number of helpers for these debates. Contact the same email
address, or call the office at 312-939-5935 and leave your name and
contact information with Mo.

The debates are scheduled to have mid to late January airing dates.
Keep an eye on our website, www.lwvil.org, for the most recent news
as to when these will be televised. ABC7 has told us that they plan to
webcast this program, so check the web for these broadcasts.

"t birtleday, ywe (B

Campaign Finance Reform Bill, SB1466, passe
October 30.

The gains in the legislation include:

¢ Limits on money coming into the political system, including for
individuals, corporations, unions and associations, and PACs
primary and general elections, as well as for political party ang
legislative caucus committees during primary elections.

¢ Contributions of $1000 or more must be reported electronically
within five days

¢ More detailed quarterly reports from campaign committees of
contributions and expenditures

¢ Random audits conducted by State Board of Elections to ensu
compliance with the laws

¢ Enhanced penalties f

or violaq

Having limits in the primary is an important step that will encourag
people to challenge an incumbent dvguetyl candidate and help lev
playing field for challengers.

LWVIL has been working on campaign finance reform since 1995.
continue to work for limits on the political party and legislative caugq
tees in the future.

Thank you to all of you who contacted your state senators and sta
tatives on this topic. We would not have gotten the legislation that
without your actidfor more information checkvantz.changeil.org
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IllI““Is Iss“Es LWVIL to Support Citizen Initiative on Redistrict-
ing!

The LWVIL Board voted unanimously to sGpjzam dnitiative on

, . Congratulations to Eileen Subak, | Redistricting This proposednstitutional amendmenild take

s LWVIL  Issues Specialist for | redistricting out of the hands of the General Assembly, would allow fc
S Criminal Just i cleubligpadicipatioh And #pguttWwbliccreate transparency, and would

WO Services, who has been awarded a | ‘provide a process that would make the map drawing just and equitab
«) & Visionary Award by the Safer _ _
,b‘(\ ¢ Foundation at its Sth Annual | Whatdoes this mean for local Leagues? We will ask you to:

9]

#  CARRE (Council of Advisors to O Collect signatures on petitions to get this proposed
Reduce Recidivism  through amendment on the ballet are aiming for 500,000
, Employment) Conference. signatures!
k. !
! O Educate our communities on why it is important to
VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE REMINDER sign the petition and to support this initiative!
Local Leagues planning registrations drives, @) Prorlnote this effort and encourage others to do so as
dondot forget about ,/ourWie”ocaI coll eges and/ or
high schools. Many college students have | This is as grassroots as it gets and who is better poised than the Lea
moved since they originally registered and | to begin running with this important initGsiveffort will be a fitting
may wan to register at school. Thanks. way to honor the suffragists who came before us, who fought for and
us the vote, especially as we enter 2010, the year of our 90th birthda
REGISTRATION FORM: Issues Briefing February 6, 2009
Name: League:

$50 per person (includes continental breakfast, lunch, briefing packet and workshop materials)
MORNING Program only: $30 per person (includes continental breakfast and briefing packet)
AFTERNOON Program only: $35 per person (includes lunch and workshop materials)

Afternoon Workshops: (Select One)

__ Census __ Redistricting __ Term Limits __Hinois Budget

Please make checks payable to LWVIL or register online at www.lwvil.org

Forward your registration form and fees to:

o A
L fW Voters of Ii B N Fo
332 5. Michigan Ave., Suite 1150 Y JANUARY 27 R"gs DUE

Chicago, IL 60604
ATTN: Issues Briefing

The League accepts Visa and MasterCard for your convenience. Please indicate which card you are using.

Visa__  MasterCard Credit Card #:

Exp. Date: Security Code:__ Signature (required):
Address:

City: Zip:
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