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LWYVIL takes the lead...
April 1,2010: Census Day

7

The U.S. Constitution mandates the decennial count which we know as the Census. The first
census was undertaken in 1790 when 4 million people were counted. Over two hundred years
later, 300 million men, women and children - 75 times more than in 1790 - will be counted.

The data collected during the census is a snapshot of our nation's rich diversity and provides a
blueprint for future public policy decisions. Census data informs decisions about how the more
than $400 billion in annual federal dollars are allocated to important local and state services and programs, how to
apportion the number of representatives each state elects to the U.S. House of Representatives, and how the boundaries

for state and local legislative districts might be drawn.

The League of Women Voters of lllinois through its public
education campaign - True Count - is dedicated to ensuring
that lllinois is fully and securely counted in 2010 and that the
Census includes a complete count of its residents of all ages,
races and ethnic groups. We are working with local Leagues of
Women Voters throughout lllinois, community-based organizations,
and elected officials to make sure that information about the Census
is widely disseminated, particularly to communities which have in
the past been undercounted, including those where English is not a
first language and/or have large groups of renters or minorities.

The success of this project depends on the participation of
members of local Leagues, especially in those areas where the
undercounting is a particular risk

For more information on the project and ways in which to get
involved, please contact Mary H. Schaafsma, True Census Count
Project Manager, League of Women Voters of lllinois, 332 South
Michigan  Avenue, Suite 1150, Chicago, lllinois 60604,
marys@]Iwvil.org.

Did you know:

L

A report detailing the outcome of the 199
census found that Cook County wag
undercounted by at least 81,000 people. T
result "was a loss of as much as $80 million p
year in federal and state funding for school
day care, job training and other critical
programs and services."

Based on the count from the 2000 cens
lllinois lost a congressional seat. It would haVv
retained that seat had another 152,000 peoq
been counted.

In anticipation of the 2010 Census, the Cens
Bureau is providing language assistance guid
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From the President :conve nAY;@IQﬂO §n§ 2] te r@nﬂ(;lll 5
With a new governor in office and new ‘; e l:LwWvIiL needs donations :for
senate leadership, there is a spirit | . Please consider a donation by you (or your LeagLe as .
cooperation this legislative sessm‘ \ — fgroup) Following are some suggestions:
Both the lllinois Reform Commissio ‘ L 2l
appointed by Governor Quinn and the Goods, services or gift certificates representaftlve of
General Assemblyds Joint Co r.u t tyowr commuBityy eassiblye contribRited day oca
holding hearings that will include such topics as ethics, freedg merchants
of information and campaign finance.T h e Leaguelk: s< ma i
interest is campaign finance.We have joinedCHANGE lllinois [ : a theme basket of goodies,
www.ChangelL.org a coalition of civic, business, professionalf - wine and cheese
nonprofit and philanthropic organization aligned to bring: < ) )
integrity to lllinois government The coal i ti on dl: >f iahandmade or gpegialty item, g
enacting strict limits on the amount of money that can be give f)< Artwork or crafts
candidates and political action committees. : ! &
_ < a Ani ght on the t owid, .
Your state senator and state representative need to hear from| : .
each and everyone of you on this topic.This is our message:ll : < weekend stays at hotels and resorts
Support legislation to enact campaign contribution limits. If thej : :
l egi sl ature doesnot get big,[l:Please gontastt Ma Ocnuiston r dt bthiet LW\AL: |office
elections, they are not passing genuine refornYlou may . (mormiston@Iwvil.org or -98B5935, x37) with
contact your |egi5|at0rs by Calling the CHANGE lllinois E questions or about your contribution. .
HOtlIne, 1_800-719-3020- ..................................................
- ) KEEP ELECT/ ON 2008 MOMENTUM F
The Phonathon fundraising campaign for LWVIL and LWVIL_E KEEP THE YOUNG VOTER | WVO
is currently being conducted. Participating Leagues receiv{ a
portion of those donations and are an essential part in making[fhithe gift of a League of Women Voters membership (LWVIL
campaign a success. In the beginning of May letters will be sprir LWVUS) will help the graduate in your life stay
to all members who have not made a contribution this fiscal ygaconnected to voting issues. Give them the gift of nonpafti-
If each of our 3,300+ members gave at least a $25 gift, we c: Igan information. Contact LWVIL vfww.lwvil.org) or
raise over $82,000 an amount that would go a very long wajj LWVUS (www.lwv.org) today.
toward enabling the important work that we do. ) . .
President Obama statetivh a t is required o
The LWVIL Conventon,Ever yone Count s é d|despensifiliya eecognifap on;the part of every American that
League, will be held in East Peoria, June -12. Your [| have duties to ourselves, our nation and the world; duties that w:
participation helps determine the issues LWVIL will address ogrudgingly accept, but rather seize gladly, firm in the knowledc
the next two years as well as the budget to fund its work/serviffethere is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of pur ch
ltés also a time to exchang : than gieirg sur ail 1 d difficyititaski This is thevpfick dnd tpetpiol
League representatives and a great opportunity to network, Igaeni t i zenshi p. 6
and celebrate our successes.
I f you canodot attend the ent @eﬁ%qﬁﬁvﬂéﬁfﬁ%ﬁ %Wsﬁ‘@grﬁ%arti
in the workshops on Friday or Saturday afternoon. All have bg b’ Convention item..
designed to help League members maximize their talents hrid . W
expand League opportunitiesCa n 6 t make thellsWwor ks NW@tedaLWIL Slate 2009 W
plenary sessions? Join us for the social aspects of Conventi 4/ President Nancy Marcus o
the Friday and Saturday night dinners or the Friday afterndor vice Presidentseanne Davik, Jan Dorner, &
Peoria Historic Society Tour & Ther eo%msR%éHet i ng forﬂ?ever
LWVIL Convention. Make sure you are a part of it. 2 Secretary Mary Kubasak &
o ¢ Treasurer Nancy Clark o
Join UsT ¢ Directors Hollis Burgess, Paula Eckstromg/
Be a part of & P Valgrie Krejcie, Ann Logue, .7
& Claire Mcintyre, Jean Sanger &
EVERYONE COUNTSE < - . <
ON LEAGUE AND IN LEAGUE & Nominating Committee 2603 1 &
& Chair Janet Kittlaus o
Paula & Members Cheryl Budzinski and Laura Kraﬁz
W a0 A Al Al Al al Al el Al Al Al Al Al Al Al ar el Al
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LWVIL POSITION:
STATE FISCAL POLICY

As the struggling economy exacerbates
l'1T'1linoisd financi al

revenues from taxes and fees, its expenses
increase as more citizens turn to state
programs for help. lllinois has had a
structural deficit for many years; that is, it
cannot bring in sufficient revenues to meet
its spending needs.

The League position is that lllinois must
raise the income tax and broaden the sales
tax to include services. The state must
make the tax burden more progressive by
increasing deductions and credits for
citizens with low incomes. We must
demand that the governor and the General
Assembly change this system now and put
lllinois on a sound financial footing. Please
contact the governor and your state
legislators to advocate for action.

horizon to make decisions.

Activity in Springfield is moving into high speed. Contacting our legislators
be imperative. Our new Governor has indicated support for campaign f
and ethics reform, recognizes the need for changes in the tax system, and
to be working constructively with legislative leaders.

Lobby Day is scheduled for May 14, 2009 in Springfield. We will mee
10:00 a.m. in room 413 at the south end of the Stratton Building and the
across to the Capitol Building to lobby our representatives. More inform
coming soon.Here are some of the bills we are watching. You can accesy
information throughwww.ilga.gov.

HB24: establishes campaign contribution limits on individuals, businesse
(SB1768)associations and political action committees.
SB1768 also prohibits certain organizations from contributing
directly from their treasuries.
HB48: requires universal background checks prior to all gun purchases.
HB80: relates to the State Board of Education, its structure and indepen
HB262: abolition of the death penalty in lllinois.
HB1074:
HB2354:
HB2627:
SB1370:
SB1725:
SB1947:
SB2144:

various provisions relating to reproductive rights and access issu
amends the Juvenile Court Act of 1987.

changes voter registration procedures at driver services facilities
automatically terminates parole for juveniles after 6 months.
Lincoln Acti a shell to be used for public financing legislation.
relates to public financing for judicial elections.

will
nance
appes
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Hence.

restoration of rights for released prisoners under specified condijons.

es.

GENERAL SESSION REPOIRifois House Majority LeBddsara Currie-2D5 t h
With general state revenues of $28 billion, lllinois faces a shortfall of almost $3 billion for the 2009 thtogbyedderP afrataie
services are months in arrears. Federal government "stabilization fund" payments will only partially nhlitrgaser éimdoeot
the worst states for having huge unfunded pension $abiliiiéen. With a-frar election cycle, representatives vavy short ti
And, of course, no one wants to take responsibility for raising taxes. She kfitatdsl
evaluating program effectiveness, especially over the longer term. A glimmer of hope comes from a renewet tsdi
responsibility, the desire for better government, and the possible end to the long period of gridlock.

District) highlig

t e

e
stat
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Elissa Johnson, U.S. Census Bureau, spoke of the need for a complete and comprehensive census in 2010 afd the

TMM=AW 2= OZ=TIM=J0 WMCOH =

partnerships and coalitions in obtaining good census results. David Morrison, Deputy Director of the lliahibcsl n for

spoke of the challenges of implementing campaign finance reform in the face of huge vested interest in thethtatuscgad but

disclosures of corruption in lllinois may be the catalyst for genuine reform.

WORKSHOP REPORTS

JUDICIAL PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS

? 70% of citizens warglexfudges to provide checks and balances, but 80% admit to not having the information to do this

? There currently is no way to get reliable nonpartisan information on judicial nominees. Bar Association evaluatipn
standards vary and can include ideological and political considerations. These evaluations also seem to have ljttle im|

? Typically 60% of voters will vote to retain all judges on the ballot; 20% vote for some and against others; and 20% vot¢
against all judges.

? Evaluations by the Administrative Offices of the Illinois Court (AIOC) have just been made mandatory but are only to &
j udgedadm rsoeviefment . These evaluations candt be made|l pu

? A constitutional amendment is being considered to only put up for retention election those judges not passing the AOI

evaluation.
If you would like to learn more or help in the effort to reform our judicial election system, please contatbiaire Mithéleprojac
Jordan and Laurie Bergnissaes@Iwvil.org.

ELECTION ISSUES

? Elections are controlled by election authorities in 102 counties, 8 municipalities and 3 commissions, none of whpm reg

anyone.
? The State Board of Elections currently has 8 members and an executivetoalayraittesitigg. The Board

maintains a statewide registration database of 7,500,000 voters; is the placetarfifg, featedtid .
Continued on page 7
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CONVENTION 2009 WEEKENERIEF
PLEASE NOTE: ALL VOTING WILL OCCUR ON SUNDAY

REGISTRATION Friday,starting at Noon for the Workshops and 4:00 for Convention
SaturdayandSundaystarting at 7:30 am; closed during the sessions

WORKSHOPS Friday PreConvention: 1:G02:30, and 2:484:15

C  Make Sure You Count: 2010 Census and Redistricting (1:00 and 2:45)
Campaign Finance Reform (1:00 only)

Tax and Ethics Reform (1:00 only)

The New Media (1:00 only)

Taking Action on Issues (2:45 only)

Parliamentary Procedures (2:45 only)

Website Design (2:45 only)

urday Lunch Workshops: 12815:45

President's Lunch: Being an Effective Local League President
LWV as Community Organizers: Working in Coalitions
Engaging our Members

Money Management for Board Leaders

Voters Service Nuts and Bolts

Caucus Schedulas arranged by local Leagues and Committee Chairs.

PLENARY SESSIONS  Saturday Morning

C Roll Call of Leagues
C Budget, PMP and Bylaws Motions
C Nominating Committee Report
C Discussion and Debate Begins

Saturday Afternoon
C Recommended Program Motions
C Introduction and Consideration eRBommmended Program Items
C Introduction of Will of Convention Motions
C Discussion and Debate Continues

Sunday Morning
C Discussion ®otingon all motions
C Election of the 202011 Board
C Directions to the Board

Throughout The Plenary Sessions
C Executive Directoros Report, Member Seryv

Communications, Voter Service and Issues Committee Reports

C Presidento6s Report
C Q&A sessions on recommended amdocomimended items

OO0

Sa

—

OO0 O

FUN STUFF FRIDAY AFTERNOON

C Optional Tour of Peoria and Reception

FRIDAY EVENING:
C Community Impact Award; Spotlight on League Achievement; League Awards
C Speaker: Amanda Vinicky, Statehouse Reporter, IL Public Radio

SATURDAY EVENING:
C Speaker: Frank Mackaman, Director, Dirksen Center and Political Humorist
C Carrie Chapman Catt Leadership Award

SILENT AUCTION
C FRIDAY SATURDAY EVENING IN DINNER ROOM

STATE BOARD HOSPITALITY SUITE NIGHTLY TILL 11:00 pm

AND MORE TIPS FOR FIRGTME DELEGATES
C Friday evening and Saturday morning
MEET WITH OUR PARLIMENTARIAN
C Friday, Saturday and Sunday
PUBS AND WARES
C Daily
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East Peoria: Jun&2n 14, 2009

" “ Everyone Counts....On League and In Leaguﬂ “
}, .f Convention 2009 Registration }, .f
(Registration Deadline May 20, 2009)***

Please copyoth sidesof this form amdmplete a separate copy for each delegate, alternate and visitor

Return all forms with the appropriate fees for convention registration, meals, Friday workshops and tour
to the state League offiggMay 20, 2008 LWVIL 332 S. Michigan, #1150, Chicago, IL 60604.

Rooms must be booked May 14, 200Register online at http://www.paradicecasino.com/groups and enter group cod:
0612LWV Or call the RaDice Hotel at8D037272343 and give the group code. The room rate is $109 /night/room (sing
double occupancy) plus tax.

Name (as you would like it to appear on your nametag):
Day Phone: E-mail:
Local League: Board position or function, if applicable:

REGISTRATION FHE!Seck one):
Delegat&125 (includes full convention packet, Saturday workshop and voting credentials)

Alternat&125 (includes full convention packet, Saturday workshop; alternate may sub for voting delegate)
*Your League presidemust sign herd you are a delegate or alternate

Friday Workshops $45 Choose two worksh@pgscriptions on reverse side of this form).
Saturday Visitor $40 (includes convention floor pass, Saturday workshop and lunch).
Sunday Visitor $15 (includes convention floor pass).

MEAL PACKAGESorry, no meal package substitutions

Full Meal Package $115 (Friday dinner; Saturday breakfast, lunch, and dinner; Sunday breakfast)
Saturday/Sunday Package $105 (Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner; Sunday breakfast)

Friday Dinner only $ 40 (Amanda Vinicky, Statehouse Reporter, IL Public Radio; League Awards)
Saturday Dinner only $ 45 (Frank Mackaman; Carrie Chapman Catt Leadership Award; Silent Auction)

PEORIA HISTORIC TOUR (Friday 8:30 pm)
Please join us for a special League version of the Peoria Historic Stoetylsetmansghtthe 20's, the gambling,
the gangsters, the whiskey capitahe niceearthmoving capital, the French, the whiskey mansions, Grand View Drive,
Peoria's three -Alinerican City awarti® Joe Kennedy connection, and lllinois' oldest cemetery. Peoria is the oldest
continuously settled site in the state of [Mmeispecial tour will stop for wine and refreshments at one beautifully
refurbished private mansion across from Peoria's Frank Lloyd Wright house.
$18 per person

PLEASE DONf Compl@RReEEe Side of this Form to: Donot Mi S S
P Mark your two Friday workshop choices and add $45 to your total enclgised. Convention
P Mark the tour if chosen and add $18 to your total enclosed. . .
P Mark your Saturday workshop choice. Registration
P Mark your meal preferences for Friday and Saturday dinners. Deadline

455

TOTAL ENCLOSIHID registration, meals, Friday tour and workshop I"aes May 20' 2009

***Refunds/Late Charges:

A$25 late chargeill be applied to all registrations postmarked after MayN2Orezfi§t@ation changes will be accepted after
June 1st.

A$25 processing chargell be deducted from any refund. Any charges incurred by LWVIL because the refund request w

after the hotel deadtaanotbe refunded.
Page 5 |



Convention 2009 Workshops & Meal Preferences

PRECONVENTION WORKSHOR#®tay, June 12 at 1i:@0D30 pm and 2:48:15 pm
(selectwod $45 per person covers two workshops

Workshops at 1:00 pm:

Make Sure You Count When the Lines are Drawn: the 2010 Censulisénctifep Gain a better
understanding of why this census is so important and how a more accurate census can lead to fairer and better rep
redistricting. Find out what the LWVIL is doing to promote the Census.

Campaign Finance Refortrearn about this issue that is so critical to affecting any sort of change in lllinois
How can campaign finance reform realistically take place in our state, and what can be done to keep ud.nffof Satut

Tax Reform and Ethics Refollftinois desperately needs tax reform to address our fiscal crisis. Of equal or
importance, is how can we guarantee ethics reform in lllinois Government?

The New MedidNew Ways to CommunicaRemember how effectively the Obama campaign used new
technology to rally support and get out their message: email, text messaging, Facebook, Youtube? Findudut what c
there in this Anew mediad and, yes, even | earn to u

Workshops at 2:45 pm:

Make Sure You Count When the Lines are Drawn: the 2010 CensudistnidtRg: (repeat; see above)

Taking Action on IssuésThe Legislative Process, the Amendment Process, and How to Mébéty:
actually happens in Springfield, what is the legislative process, and how can we effectively lobby and &dkesittion or
Also, with ConCon defeated, the Amendment Process and how it can be used to bring about effective change in the

Parliamentary Procedures (Are Not BoriAgeminder of how these procedures bring civility and efficiency
our board tables. A refresher course on how to run an effective, efficient meeting.

Website DesignAs we transition away from paper and increase our use of the internet, many of us still ne
with website set up, design, and management. Learn from our own experts!

CONVENTION WORKSHO®&urday, June 13 (selecd @ost included in registration

President's Lunch(Limit one attendee per Leagae)he Presidentibyour League has no president, one alternate
designated key leader. Discussion on how to be an effective President; pick up tips on how to run boardymeetings and |
knowledge of League process and policy.

LWV as Community Organizer: Education and AdveWdaiking Effectively in Coalitioridow can local Leagues
educate their communities to advocate for League issues and, to be more effective and gain a broader thordigitice, do it i
other organizations?

Engaging our Memberktow we can keep our local League members engaged and at the same time attract and
others in our communities.

Money Management for Board Memberspel the mysteries of League findee@&s money management tricks and
tools that all local League board members should know!

Voter Service Nuts and BoliEhe LWV is renowned for our essmttidims. Learn how to run Voter Service in your Leal
and how to hold effective candidate forums, from steps A to Z.

DINNER SELECTIONS
Friday: Chicken Florentine w/bacon & cream sauce Penne Pasta with squash and zucchini in Marinara S
Saturday: Prime Rib of Beef Fillet of Salmon Steamed Vegetable Array with Wild Rice

Please let us know if you have any special dietary needs

Return formdy May 20, 2009:tovVIL 332 S. Michigan, Suite 1150, Chicago, IL 60604

Page 6 |



LWVIL STATE OF THE STATE ,
| fo efoﬂ“
5 ¥ 1s Iinois Really Ready tof R ,

On February 26, 2009. al most ‘
the State luncheon at the Union League Club of Chicago. L "‘\
President Paula Lawson summarized League accomplishments i

Joyce Foundation in 200B0. Blue Cross and Blue Shield of lllinoi
was presented the 2009 Civic Participation Award for its suppd

j -4 employee volunteerism which helps strengthen and improve
Paula Lawson with Paul Boulis, communities, including participation in the lllinois Student Vote prc
president of BCBSIL and work as election judges. Paula Lawson and Carol Marin

The 2009 Award for Outstanding Political Reporting was present€autol Marin , political columnist for the ChicagBunTimesand
political editor at NBC5 News, for her insight, integrity, and courage in reporting on lllinois government and politideg Giozctly
to the luncheon from the sentencing hearing for former Alderman Edward Vrdolyak, Ms. Marin reflected on an lllinois ga\she
believes is "soaked in corruption." Although some believe the state is ready for reform, she is not sure. The onskegisatthe tq
pass substantial reform as they can no longer blame our former governor. Marin believes that

citizens must stand up and become single issue voters or the necessary reform will noft
She feels citizens should be outraged that politicians keep cash raised during campai
after being indicted. Ms. Marin is not convinced there will be meaningful campaign disd
and that we "must follow and stop the money.” She closed by asking if the cost of co
can be quantified and that she is hopeful the lllinois Reform Commission will put a p

the cost of corruption in lllinois. In response to questions, Marin expressed hope th past LwviL presidents (I to r) Eleanor Revelle,|Jan

changes, term limits, and restrictions on legislative funds can change the process and Flapan, Barbara Lappai, Mary Ellen Barry and
the control of power of "the tops." Suzanne Calder enjoy visiting.

Continued from page 3

oYy ¢

men

judicial elections; certifies ballots; tests and certifies all election equipment; and has no law enforcemgnt or subpoend pol

? Legislative Election Committee work depends on input from the different election authorities throughout the state.

? Ethics and campaign finance reform and changing the primary date are future issues for the Committee.

? Redistricting and o6tidying up6é the 600 page election/ co

ENVIRONMENT/CLIMATE CHANGE

? I'llTinois does not have a uniform, safe process for dli sp

? Pending SB178 requires the IL EPA to develop a public information program on the safe disposal of pharmaceuticals|and tc
regulate the operation of secure unused drug collections. There is no federal policy on this matter at this time.

? SB1941, the Clean Cars Act, is still pending.

? There is a need to find a newpdatal method for measwricgbacteria to determine when our beaches are safe for
swimming.

? Climate change has resulted in storms that are | ess |fre
groundwater and lakes.

? Growing population, industrial and commercial demands, and changing agriculture practices strain our regional water systel

? A 2006 statewide initiative began to create regional water supply planning and water conservation stratetaes, including resic
plumbing retrofits, conservation pricing, metering and more, but there must be comprehensive water usage reporting|as wel

? Energy efficiency yields the fastest reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. lllinois has a need for clesamdrenewable|energ
energy efficient technology and practices that let us do the same tasks using less energy.

? Statewide building energy codessfdentiduildings, like the U.S. 2006 Commercial Code that was previously adopted, would
realize greater energy efficiencies.

? The Housing and Transportation Index is a new toolabatiasetficiencgvealing transportation costs at the
neighborhood level, to help people make decisions on where to live.

? Car sharing programs (e.g., | Go and Flexcar) reduce emissions byfpieniingebades for members onreedsd

basis.
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IWI° THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ILLINOIS

332 South Michigan Ave, Suite 1150
Chicago, IL 60604

LWVIL Diversity Policy

The League of Women Voters of lllinois, in both is v
practices, affirms its belief in and commitment to div
pluralism. The LWVIL recognizes that diverse perspd
necessary for responsible and effective -tesisimn i
democratic organizations. LWVIL affirms its commitmen
barriers to participation in any League activity on the bg
race, color, ethnicity, gender, disability, sexual orientation
national origin; and to actively be inclusive.

hlues and
brsity and
ctives are
5

to remove
sis of age,
religion, or

League of Women Voters of Illinois

President, Paula Lawson
Vice President, Jeanne Davik
Vice President, Kathleen Graffam
Vice President, Michelle Jordan
Vice President, Syvia Tillman
Voter Editor, Hollis Burgess

Executive Director, Jan Czarnik
332 South Michigan Av, Suite 1150
Chicago, IL 60604

312-939-5935
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The lllinois Voter is published in Spring, Summer, Fall, and
Winter by the League of Women Voters of lllinois, 332 S.
Michigan Ave., Ste 1150 Chicago, IL 60604. Subscription
costs included in membership dues to members, cost to non-
league members $8/yr. League of Women Voters is owner
and publisher (address above). Editor, Hollis Burgess (same
address). The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this
organization has not changed in the preceding 12 months.
Average number of copies each issue during preceding 12
months, 3,500 total paid and or requested mail subscription
3,337, free distribution 180, total distribution 3,517.

Founded in 1920, the League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan political organization which encourages citizens to
play an informed and active role in government. At the local,
state, and national levels, the League works to influence public
policy through education and advocacy. For membership
information, call 312-939-5935.

Articles from the Voter may be reprinted in full with complete
acknowledgement.

President: Paula Lawson
Editor: Hollis Burgess




