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CELEBRATE LWV’S 90™ BIRTHDAY
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ILLINOIS

STATE OF THE STATE LUNCHEON
Wednesday, June 2, 2010

, Keynote Speaker,
PATRICK COLLINS,

Chair of the Illinois Reform Commission and
lead prosecutor in the trial of former Governor George Ryan S

“The State of Reform in Illinois”

PUT A CANDLE ON OUR CAKE...

Even if you can’t attend the luncheon, you can participate in the celebration of the 90th anniversary of the
League of Women Voters by purchasing a “virtual’ candle to wish us a Happy Birthday. Purchasers of
candles will have their names listed in the State of the State Program Book. Money collected will go to
support LWVIL Education Fund activities. All you have to do is fill out the form below; tell us how many
candles you wish to purchase (minimum contribution of $9.00 per candle) and what name to list in the
program. Use this celebration as an opportunity to honor parents, children, grandchildren, friends, family
members, or even your League. We hope to have many names listed.

Name Phone
Address Email
I wish to purchase candles @ $9.00 each. Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of $

Please list the names as follows (note: please print the names clearly)

DEADLINE FOR INCLUSION IN PROGRAM IS FRIDAY, MAY 14!

Complete and mail the form to:
League of Women Voters of Illinois, Birthday Wishes
332 S.. Michigan Av, Suite 1150, Chicago, IL 60604
Checks should be payable to the LWVIL Education Fund.

You can also visit us on our website at www.lwvil.org to purchase a candle.




From the President

It is spring! Time to put away all of the winter stuff

and clean off the remaining remnants of snow, or at

least I hope we do not get a spring snow storm.

League members have had a very busy winter

gathering signatures for the Illinois Fair Map
Amendment and promoting the Census. We should all be very proud of
what we have accomplished. The League received great press from the
Sun Times, Daily Herald and the South Town and many more newspapers
from around the state.

I know that you have all received TFA (Time for Action) alerts on
HB174. We urge all of you to contact the Governor and ask for his
support in solving the financial crisis of Illinois. We are also watching:

HB 6205 Health Care-Reproductive Rights

HB 262 Death Penalty Abolition

HB 4650 Prisoner Census Adjustment Act

HB 6200 Campaign Finance

SB 2532 Campaign Finance

You can follow these bills by logging on to the website at www.ilga.gov

and typing in the search box the bill number. League does make a
difference. Our legislators listen when we contact them.

I am delighted to announc e"bitthdag
and our Annual State of the State luncheon will be held on Wednesday,
June 2, at the Union League Club. Patrick Collins will be our keynote
speaker. Collins is a partner in the law firm Perkins Coie and a former
federal prosecutor. He led the eight-year Operation Safe Road
investigation, which culminated in the six-month trial and conviction of
former Governor George Ryan. In January 2009, Patrick was appointed
by Illinois Governor Patrick Quinn to chair the Illinois Reform
Commission, tasked with making recommendations for the ethical reform
of Illinois Government. PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! Join the League
in celebrating 90 years of League successes. You will receive more
information and an invitation soon.

There is still much for League to do. I hope you enjoy this issue of The
Voter. HAPPY SPRING!

Nancy

LESS PAPER, MORE NEWS, FASTER SERVICE...

Like most organizations, LWVIL is
making every effort to keep its member-
ship informed in a timely but thorough
manner while keeping expenses down.
We 6 ve i n sENewslaidr.e TFAst
(action alerts) come through email. We
have had requests for the Voter to be
distributed electronically. To that end, we
would like you, our members, to let us
know how you would like to receive your
Voter. 1f you would like to receive the Voter electronically, please visit
the LWVIL website (www.lwvil.org) and fill out the form available there.
We need current, accurate email addresses for this to work successfully.
If you are not at present receiving our ENewsletter, you may also sign up
for that. We will continue to distribute paper copies to those members
who prefer or need to continue receiving it in the mail.

The LWVIL Joins in the RBC
'Save Our State' Rally and March

The LWVIL
along with other
members of the
Responsible
Budget Coalition
participated in a
Rally and
March to 'Save
Our State'.

Every Illinois
resident is hurt-
ing from the state budget crisis. Schools, libraries, health
care, police and transit slashed. Services for children, the
elderly, the disabled and the unemployed in jeopardy--just

when theyod6re needed the |mo:c
jobs in danger. All because the state is $13 billion in the

hole.

We want a better Illinois. We need a responsible budget, R
WOUR E6mMFPERENONVEOTL ARagRS
wait.

We demand that legislators act now to Save Our State. But

too many of them are still ducking and dodging a balanced
solution--one with adequate re¢vel

descending on the Capitol in the largest demonstration
Springfield has ever seen. (from the RBC website
www.abetterillinois.com)

The Fair Map Amendment:

The deadline for
turning in signed
and notarized peti-
tions was Friday,
April 16, but if
you have some pe-
titions that you
still haven't turned
h dn, send them to the LWVIL office
ASAP (no later than May 1).

CALLTO
CONVENTION 2010

LWVUS 49™ NATIONAL
CONVENTION
JUNE 11 TO 15, 2010
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

GO TO WWW.LWV.ORG FOR MORE INFO
——
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The Responsible Budget Coalition issued the following statement

in response to Governor Quinn's budget address (The LWVIL is a
\‘““‘S ‘ss coalition member):

\\ "The 200-plus organizations of the Responsible Budget Coalition believe the best and fairest way to

adequately fund all our essential priorities--not just education but health care, human services, public safety and
more--is through comprehensive tax reform like House Bill 174.

"A one-percent tax increase falls far short of the comprehensive tax reform that's needed. It is an invitation to put off real

solutions yet again.

"[llinois communities are already hurting from the failure of legislators to stop damaging cuts and delayed payments to
education, human services, public safety and more. If they fail again to support a responsible budget with adequate revenue,
they will not only force schools to cut thousands of teachers, but cities will lay off police and close libraries, and our state will
turn its back on the most vulnerable in their time of need.

"Thatds an outrage, particularly when the ri
rebound, and reduce vital services when they
finally fix the broken budget.

gh
or

"We reject the politics as usual in Springfield that gave us years of cuts, borrowing and delays. That's what got us into this
mess. To get out, we need a balanced approach that includes adequate revenue, just as more than 30 other states have raised
taxes in the past year to meet the challenges of the recession.

"Anything short of fixing the broken budget is irresponsible. It will force more hardship on every part of the state. Elected
officials should act responsibly and pass tax reform like HB 174 to save jobs, pay the bills, fund vital services and build a better
Illinois." (from the RBC website www.abetterillinois.com)

t coour se
e needed

ISSUES BRIEFING IN BRIEF

Redistricting: How Can We Ensure The Lines Will be Drawn Faifly

Justin Levitt of the Brennan Center for Justice advised that, after identifying the Who, What, Why, Where and How of Redistricting, in
order to influence the process Leaguers should help educate our communities, identify and map community boundaries, attend hearings,
and show where the boundaries should be. Tom Geoghegan, Public Interest Lawyer and Author, reported on the lawsuit filed to attack
gerrymandering as a violation of free speech. This would focus on objective conduct, rather than trying to prove some unlawful
Opartisandé intent or o6dilutiond of the right to v arddereates
political boundaries based on certain types of expressive conduct or free speech, which in turn generates fewer competitive races and
holds down votingd in other words, less speech. IL Representative Mike Fortner (R-95, West Chicago) related how his entry won the
2009 Ohio Redistricting Contest and stressed that criteria used to draw the lines and how that criteria is prioritized is of the utmost
importance in developing a fair districting map.

1T Tinoi sd® WhatGaoWeéDoZr i si s
John Bouman of the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law and spokesman for the Responsible Budget Coalition reviewed the

[0)
1t

Th

statebs financial structure, including sources of athae broaghtu e,

Illinois to its current crisis. He reviewed what the Responsible Budget Coalition believes is needed to bring us back from the precipice,
including passage of HB 174 which proposes, among other recommendations, to raise the income tax to 5%, while increasing the
amount of the personal exemption, the earned income credit and property tax exemptions.

Term Limits for Leaders Workshop
Terry Pastika, Executive Director of the Citizen Advocacy Center, State Senator Michael Noland, and LWVIL Issue Specialist Paula
Lawson led Leaguers in a discussion of the idea of term limits for the leaders in the Illinois legislature. Consensus was that while the

citizenry I|likes the idea of term |Ilimits, there i pthatanaybdlestai n |

with the continual turnover it generates. What is the goal of term limits? seemed to be the ultimate question to be answered before
proceeding, as well as Is there an alternative to term limits?. The workshop proceeded with discussion of recall. The November ballot
in Illinois will contain a proposition to amend the constitution to allow recall of the Governor. A major reason to support recall is that it
is direct democracy. Reasons not to support recall include that the threat of recall could reduce independence and, more times than not,
the funding of recall efforts usually comes from special interests.

The lllinois Budget Workshop

The session on the Illinois budget combined the perspectives of IL State Senator Pamela Althoff (R32-McHenry), Jodina Hicks of the
Safer Foundation, which helps former convicts get employment, and Jack Kaplan of the United Way of Metroplitan Chicago, which
works with many not-for-profit organizations. The bottom line is that Illinois is broke, so even spending that ultimately saves money,
such as training for former offenders, is not affordable. Althoff, showing excellent humor in handling audience questions, said the
solution will have to be a combination of cuts of wasteful spending, Medicaid reform, and higher taxes. Kaplan and Hicks said that
some private donors have stepped in to help meet state funding shortfalls for social service programs, but many donors have less money
to give because of the weak investment market.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON ANY OF THESE TOPICS, CHECK OUT THE LEAGUE WEBSITE: www.lwvil.org
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LWVIL Diversity Policy

The League of Women Voters of lllinois, in both
its values and practices, affirms its belief in and
commitment to diversity and pluralism. The
LWVIL recognizes that diverse perspectives are
necessary for responsible and effective decision
-making in democratic organizations. LWVIL
affirms its commitment to remove barriers to
participation in any League activity on the basis
of age, race, color, ethnicity, gender, disability,
sexual orientation, religion, or national origin;
and to actively be inclusive.

Beginning around April 19th, Census
workers are scheduled to begin their fol-
low-up work with households who have
not returned their Census 2010 question-
naires. Don't be among those who will be
visited. If you haven't done so, return your
questionnaire today. It is important for all
to us to encourage a 100% return rate

CeCCTer T

(" LWVIL E'Newslet'ter (,,

f" Have you been receiving LWVIL's monthly ENewsletter? Check (;1"
‘" out http://www.lwvil.org/listmanager/ENews _033110.html and
(;ﬂ' take a look. If you didn't receive it, we might not have your cur- (a"
(" rent email address. Please update our list by sending your correct ("

/7 email address to webmaster@lwvil.org. Also, to avoid having the ”
(" ENewsletter go to your spam folder, make sure your email pro- {
(;y" gram accepts messages from webmaster@lwvil.org. Thanks. “
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