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i Welcomed Mo Ormiston !

iA native Michigander, LWVIL is lucky to have Mo!

- Ormiston as our new Member Services Coordinator. |
' She comes to us by way of Northwestern University :
jand the Jewish Community Centers of Chicago. As!
:well as helping LWVIL members, Mo will be startingi
lon her Masterods of

isity this fall. |

[Leaguers needing

: info@Iwvil.org . I

HELP WANTED

lllinois Student Vote

Coordinators needed in your area to contact local
schools and assist with mock election activities.

Volunteers needed to help oversee lllinois Student
Vote mock election activities in the Chicago Public
Schools in mid-September.

To volunteer or for more info, contact Mo Ormiston,
Member Services Coordinator at info@Ilwuvil.org , 312-
939-5935 ext. 37.
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Health Care Specialist

With health care now a major advocacy issue of the
League, the Issues Committee is seeking a volunteer to
be our Health Care issues specialist. Whether you
work in the health care sector or a related organization
or just want to learn more about health care issues, we
need someone to | ead
legislation to provide access to a basic level of health
care for all U.S. residents.

It is an exciting time to be involved in improving health
care options in the U.S. If you would be interested in
serving on the Issues Committee, please contact Syvia
Tillman at issues@Iwvil.org or through the LWVIL
office (312-939-5935).
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. With_generous funding and sup from the United States
Publ i Electién ASsistafice %jmmliﬁsq%%tt ormick Foufidation

and lllinois Secretary of State Jesse White, LWVIL is again
%o?nsoringclllinois Student Vﬁte. Working with the National

tudBnt/Pareht MocK Efedtibn curricbulﬁnﬁ, parﬁcitpating classes
undertake age-appropriate activities to study the candidates
and issues of the 2008 election. Teachers receive curriculum
plans to help their students debate current events, integrate
government studies with reading and math and develop critical
thinking skills. Students can then make informed decisions as
they vote in a simulated election in the fall. On October 30",
student votes from throughout the state will be tallied on our
website, www.illinoisstudentvote.org.

To make lllinois Student Vote a success, LWVIL needs local
League members to market the program to their local schools
and assist with Mock Election activities. The lllinois Student
Vote brochure was mailed to every school in April and will be
mailed again in August. If you would like copies of the
brochure, please contact the state League office. So far, over
one hundred forty schools have signed up through the
website!

Additionally, over fifty high schools have signed up to hold
Mock Elections using ballots and voting equipment provided
by their local County Clerk or Election Commission. Kudos to
those local Leagues who have signed up area high schools
through their personal contacts. We encourage all Leagues to
make contact with their schools. Special thanks to Cook
County Clerk David Orr, DuPage Election Commission
Director Robert Saar, Madison County Clerk Mark Von Nida,
McHenry County Clerk Katherine Schultz and Stephenson

unty. Clerk Vid:i Otte for workineg fw*'th us .on thiﬁ[ exciting

rjetPs advocacy orts or

Also, all 116 high schools in the Chicago Public School system
will hold Mock Elections in September. Volunteers will be
needed to help oversee the Mock Elections. Thanks to the
Chicago Board of Election Commissioners and to Arne
Duncan, CEO of the Chicago Public Schools, for their support
of this project.

For more information on lllinois Student Vote, visit our website
at www.illinoisstudentvote.org.
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From the President

Help Make the Connection

A Presidential Election year is a great year for League
members to make connections | am challenging all
League members to make connections this year with
the public, their local League and the state League.

Connect locallywith your neighbors through voter
registration drives, candidate debates, student mock elections and providing
information on election issues. Reach ouby providing a new neighbor with
information about voter registration and/or inviting him/her to join you at a
candidate forum. Supportlllinois Student Vote in your local schools or maybe
spend a few hours on a day in September helping to oversee mock elections in
a Chicago Public High School (contact Jan Czarnik, execdirector@Iwvil.org).
Talk to your neighbors, friends and family about League and the issues it
addresses, particularly its opposition to the Constitutional Convention question
on the November Ballot. (See p.4 or our Con-Con Tool Kit at www.lwvil.org.)

Connect statewidéhrough the LWVIL cluster liaison system and by attending
the varied workshops and meetings sponsored by the League. Network with
members from other Leagues and connectwith the state League board
members and staff by:
= Attending meetings sponsored by LWVIL including:
¢ Central IL Issues and Activity Workshop; September 6, 2008,
Springfield (See p. 5)
¢ Lobby Day during IL General Assembly Veto Session;
November 13, 2008, Springfield
+ Annual Issues Briefing; January 31, 2009, Chicago
# State of the State Luncheon; Week of February 23, 2009, Chicago
¢ State Convention; June 12 -14, 2009, East Peoria
= Signing up at www.lwvil.org to be a Grassroots Advocate to lobby
legislators on League issues,
= Joining an email discussion group at www.lwvil.org, member
resources,
= Inviting a state board member to attend a meeting or do training for
your local League, and
= Sending your email address to Mo Ormiston, Member Services
Coordinator, info@lwvil.org , to receive news from LWVIL

League Voter Service activities. These grants may be used for, but
limited to, voter education materials, candidate forum or lllinois Student
expenses. Local Leagues may contact Jan Czamxekdirector@Iwvil.org) to

apply.

Connecting outside lllinois LWVIL is part of the Midwest Democracy
Network, a network of organizations committed to improving democratic
institutions in  Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin
(www.midwestdemocracynetwork.org). It includes state-based civic and
public interest organizations, as well as prominent academic institutions and
respected policy and legal experts, that seek to reduce the influence of money
in politics, keep our courts fair and impartial, and guarantee the integrity of our
election systems. While not necessarily working on the same specific agenda,
all these organizations have issues in common and working together
strengthens us all.

Additionally this election year the state League is offering-guiants for Ioca%{/

Connecting will make all levels of League stronger and our work more
satisfying. So connectto prospective members by asking them to join.

Paula

LA GRANGE AREA LWV COOLS OFF

Inspired by the session ota Citiggroject at the
LWVIL Issues briefing in 2007, the LaGrange Arec
LWV chose it as a project for the2@087year.

Cool Villages Dayn April 19, 2008, was a great suc-
cess. Coordinated by the LaGrangeChwV\Wil-
lagesCommittee, the event received tremendous sup-
port from the area villages, schools, local businesse:
and organizations and, with the addition of LWV La
Grange fundraising efforts, wasup@ibrting. More

than thirty village officials and two hundred fifty resi
dents, representing at least nineteen municipalities
were educated on the amount of and ways to reduce
carbon emissions being produced.

The event consisted of a breakfast for governmen
officials, a resource fair and a symposium. With twelv
sponsors, the Resource Fair covered such topics a
organic lawn care productsiaxin household prod-
ucts, CFL light bulbs, web conferencing, electric vehi
cles, hybrid vehicles, onsite environmental analysis
garbage free lunches, and more.

At the symposium, Eugene Marks, president of the
Village of Northbrook, spoke about practical ways tc
reduce carbon emissions, some of which can also sav
money. Examples include
vehicles which use less gasoline and the LED light:
installed in traffic lights which use less energy and ar
brighter, resulting in a decline in traffic accidents. H
also explained tl@areenest Region Compact of
Metropolitan Chicagprogram, whose three priority
strategies are water conservation practices, electroni
waste recycling and CFL light bulb distribution.

Over one hundred attendees signed pledge cards prc
vided by the League which commit them to implemen
ing energy savings in their own homes. The LaGrang
League websitevvjw.lagrangrangearealwv.arg
cludes ways to use less gasoline, conserve natura
[esoprces, use energy more efficiently and suppor
re ng : )

ref\newable energy. Their next phase is to encourage

e . :
the LaGrange Area villages to take action toward re

ducing carbon emissions

R A SRR R
BEST WISHES I

% To Emily Lieber who has left LWVIL:
X to pursue a career in social work. Emily X
 has been helping League members for %
* four years. She recently completed her *
% Masters in Social Work and plans to 4
% work in the school system. We wish %
: Emily much success in all her future X
* endeavors and hope to see her at League :

*
3 events. I

* *
2.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.2.0.2.0.2.0.20.0.2.9.2.9.8.8.8.¢
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Membership Recruitment Update

Several workshops at convention addressed membership

issues and the expansion of the Membership Recruitment

Initiative (MRI). In this third year, LWVUS hopes to

incorporate lessons learned from the pilot studies of the
cal and state Leagues that participated in the previous two
ﬁﬁ%e Initiative.

LWVUS Convention Recap
CONVENTION IN BRIEF

Nearly a thousand pedplacluding 682 voting delegateget in
Portland, Oregon, from July71f®r the 48\ational Convention oft
LWVUS. With minimal dissent, the delegates increased per
payment amounts ($28 for FY-220@8and $29.20 for FY -2009),
approved the FY 22089 budget, and elected the nominated slaté/oiL and several other state Leagues received abbreviated
LWVUS officers and directors. MRI training in December 2007. As of July 1, 2008,
repre ent tlves from twenty-three of the forty-four Illinois
venty-four members total) have received the MRI
e latest checklist from LWVUS asks participants
Et h a team of coaches at the state level, set
?)% 'tghs for aII hose mvolved pro |de tralnlng and stay

Decisions relative to Program and Resolutions took much Ionge
because of the number of issues raised, but also because of co
resolutions at convention might circumvent the Program Plannl

at the local level. Ultimately the LWVUS Board was directed, by [

to come up with a nresolutio i&i bnS otels Bhe L 201
Del egates also approved a res Bjﬁsaés%e{}ed%érr{mﬁlgh Hwem%rsetrvlhegteah‘u VUS
fundraising requests so they cannot be misconstrued as memﬁﬁ lans to follow up with all the local Leaques and
recruitment or dues notices. contlnuetoprowdesupportp g

Plenary sessions were enlivened by two excellent speakers, bot%f rgs Lirces have been provided by LWVUS  on their

were past governors of Oregon: Barbara Roberts spoke from v\pe)r% h| o othe havep been os¥[e d WVIL
experience on AWomen as PolltWeblt II_ our chI)| sgulhcesfoﬁltz
as wel |l as a politici aSFICendtIUﬁ_ He? I-%budea are &og mldeizg&bunt arounoot‘he the

Delegates also heard, much too briefly, from a panel on Cllmate
including an expert who expl

and an Oxfam policy advisor who discussed the effects of clima ?OF g
on the developing world.

IR ALY VLA S S LA AARAY

Y the pilot Leagues Ilinois local Leagues are
encouraged to post their programs on the state website.
Outside of the Plenary sessions delegates could choose amonq:mm\rletc}/me uick tips for recruiting members.
of LWVUS Workshops, as well as Caucuses sponsored by local or datg ¢ d P g

Leagues, on topics too numerous to mention. Nevertheless, the pide&ding connection. Tell your personal story about what
themes of this Convention Weath Careand Climate Change  League means to you.

Delegates, keenly aware of current Presidential politics, seemed20pRistB8e sure your conversation includes an invitation to

about the enactment of our positions in these two key areas.

j oin.

Donoét assume it is i

3.Make it easy.Have membership brochures handy, or

Voter Services Workshops:

direct them to lwvil.org or invite them to your next event.

Closing the Gap Ed Sales of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Ser-

vices (CI S) AsPmomigeeofiFreedora: ArvIntrddeiaiion
U.S. History and Civics for Immigi@ants I n one se

Freeman spoke of how he loves our country, despite our flaws,

we continue to work to close the gap between the ideals of our

fathers as stated in the Declaration of Independence and our curr
This is truly the work of the League, closing those gaps in citizen r
social justice and Convention provided great ideas for LWVIL ac
Voter Services to move closer to our goals.

New Citizens:.LWVUS and CIS are partnering to have Leagues re
new citizens at the naturalization ceremonies. The LWVUS pul
fEngaging New Citizens as New Votessx pl ai ns t he
local Leagues can do. It also lists the local CIS District Office
Leagues can work with to set up voter registration. LWVIL will be
more information about our activities on our website.

Best Practices for Voter Serviddike Slater of Project Vote led a d
cussion on how to make sure voter registration drives are effec|
ensure a successful voter registration drive, he suggests League
good relationship with local election officials, inform them of your

solicit feedback on the quality of your forms, and be sure to turn
pleted forms quickly. He also recommended using your audit |

S

! h8ds Yolr'lleague el 3 Website?

Jfﬂ‘i‘§19nderstandably difficult for many Leagues to f|r’q‘d some-

{5Hiatgo set up a website for them. There is an option for
Yspnl s who donét know HTML,
'Handn League Easy Web (LEW), a program develpped by
the California League for their local Leagues and now avail-
fbje at a modest price to any League. |

*Alide recent LWVUS Convention, LEW users met and
cBrhip&réCeRp¥riereds d WNM&\J?‘etxceptlon they descrlbed
HMegtes process of setting |up e
3MEiBAt praise for the support they received whenever they
had a question or problem. \

III|n0|s has the second largest number of LEW users with
%#]Eeen Only California has more. If you want to hear first
& from a user, contact one of these lllinois Leagues.
“’P’Hl@;ﬁare listedvatvw. wvnet.crgalong with lots of infor-
'R@Hbn about the program. |

mc tn ‘

check against audit roles to be sure your cards were processed

Convention coverage continued on p.4
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Convention coverage continued

PROGRAM:

The 48" National Convention of the LWVUS was an exciting and dynamic meeting of League members from all over the
country, filled with stimulating discussion, debate and dialogue. Although increased education tools and advocacy activities
were approved, no new program items were adopted. Following are some of the actions taken at Convention:

¢ The League Principles were amended by adding: The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that all powers
of the U. S. government should be exercised within the constitutional framework of a balance among the three branches of
government: legislative, executive, and jualiciThe principles are concepts of government to which the League subscribes
and serve as its authorization for adoption of positions and the basis for taking action. The full context of these principles
may be found on the LWVIL website (www.lwvil.org) or the LWVUS website (www.lwvus.org). This new principl¢
should be included in local League publications.

¢ The Convention voted to retain all current LWVUS Positions in the areas of Representative Government, International
Relations, Natural Resources and Social Policy. Also, delegates voted to increase educational and advocacy efforts on
Health Care issues and to establish a multi-level Education and Advocacy campaign to fight global climate change.

¢ The Convention agreed to study the advisability of using the National Popular Vote compact among the states as a method
for electing the president. This becomes the practice only when adopted by a majority of individual states. (The Genera
Assembly of lllinois has already adopted this position which would give all Electoral College votes of the Stgte to the
presidential candidate who wins the popular vote in lllinois).

LWVI LGOS
DELEGATION

TO THE

LWVUS
CONVENTION

serving the citizens of lllinois and may be changed using the amendatory process where necessary. Onlyvintyeitiatfters of the
respondents did not reach consensus and no chapter supported dssragentast.often cited for opposition included thefrisk

of exposing the entire constitution to revision and loss of important 1970 gains; the $78 millions cost of a convstatelh when
finances are limited; previous successful use of the amendatory process; considerable concerns about the delegate|felection
election process, particularly the impact of special interests on such processes; the risk of the current politicath ohy/gfuncti
state government extending to the Convention; and the presidential election resulting in voters distracte@oinass@Em

The Constitutional Convention committee will be providing the local Leagues with a Tool Kit including santikitpresd releases
the editors, fact sheets abouCGoninformation on how to respond to supporters of the Constitutional Conveptimtucandgother
hel p Leagues hold education programs supporting gitgho Leag
Leagues to schedul e act i vi tCone b addition, phe cmmitteeis doritaetind oizatigngas
develop a coalition opposed to the Convention. We will continue to update all LWVIL members on our progrdma ogress.
Leagues to identify a |iaison the committee can conffjact

issues@lwvil.argro have a successful campaign it will take the active participation of all of our Leagues.
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LWVIL Central Illinois Issues & Activity Workshop

Saturday, September 6, 2008
Inn at 835 - 835 South Second Street
Springfield, IL - 217.523.4466

(Map of Workshop Location is on our website www.lwvil.org)
Registration, Breakfast and Networking Starts at 8:30 a.m.

Issue and Voter Education Programs 9:15 a.m. to Noon

= Con-Con Campaign - promoting the position & using the Tool Kivhy LWVIL opposes
the convention call

= Education Funding - pending legislation & veto session action, fiscal problems
Ralph Martire, speaker

= TIllinois Student Vote/mock high school elections i Working with schools, using the web-
site, discussion of voter service activities & concerns

Luncheon Noon to 1 p.m.

Workshops (Select ong 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

¢ Membership Recruitment Initiative (MRI) i What is it? What tips does it suggest to
grow membership? How can ideas be incorporated in regular League program

¢ Education Fund Use/Rap Session T How can Education Funds be used? What other
activities promote League visibility? Share your local League concerns?

REGISTRATION FORM i Central Illinois Workshop
NAME PHONE

Local League Email

$35 PER PERSON (includescontinental breakfast, lunch and workshop materials)

Afternoon Workshops: (Select One)

Membership Recruitment Initiative Education Fund Use/Rap Session
Forward your registration form and fees to: Please make checks payable to LWVIL
League of Women Voters of Illinois
332 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1150 Registration Deadline is
Chicago, IL 60604 MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 2008

ATTN: Workshop Registration

The League accepts Visa and MasterCard for your convenience:

Visa MasterCard Card # Exp. Date

Signature:

YOU MAY ALSO REGISTER & PAY ON LINE AT www.lwvil.org
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LWVIL Diversity Policy
The League of Women
Voters of lllinois, in both its
values and practices, affirms
its belief in and commitment
to diversity and pluralism.
The LWVIL recognizes that
diverse perspectives are
necessary for responsible
and effective decision-
making in democratic
organizations. LWVIL affirms
its commitment to remove
barriers to participation in any
League activity on the basis
of age, race, color, ethnicity,

gender, disability, sexual
orientation, religion, or
national origin; and to

actively be inclusive.
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The lllinois Voter is published in Spring,
Summer, Fall, and Winter by the League of
Women Voters of lllinois, 332 S. Michigan Ave.,
Ste 1150 Chicago, IL 60604. Subscription costs
included in membership dues to members, cost
to non-league members $8/yr. League of
Women Voters is owner and publisher (address
above). Editor, Hollis Burgess (same address).
The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of
this organization has not changed in the
preceding 12 months. Average number of
copies each issue during preceding 12 months,
4,200, total paid and or requested mail
subscription 4,025, free distribution 180, total
distribution 4,257.

Founded in 1920, the League of Women Voters
is a nonpartisan political organization which
encourages citizens to play an informed and
active role in government. At the local, state,
and national levels, the League works to
influence public policy through education and
advocacy. For membership information, call
312-939-5935.

Articles from the Voter may be reprinted in full
with complete acknowledgement.




