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 Illinois Voter    
LWVIL CENSUS AND REDISTRICTING PROJECT IN FULL SWING 
 

 

Because the census informs decisions on allocation of nearly $400 billion per year by the federal government to the states and is used to 
reapportion the 435 seats in the House of Representatives, the League of Women Voters of Illinois, with other Leagues, is devoting substantial 
resources to ensuring a complete count during Census 2010.  A snapshot of current activity:  
 

 Local leagues in DuPage County have joined with the Citizen Advocacy Center and DuPage County 
officials to create a complete count collaborative to make certain that DuPage County is fully and 
completely counted. 

 

 Wheaton League and the Edwardsville League have members on their local Complete Count 
Committees (CCCs).  League members are encouraged to join a CCC in their area.   

 

 An overview of the Census and Redistricting Project is on the future program agendas of several local 
Leagues. 

 

Consider some of these ideas for your own involvement 
 

Contact your county Department of Planning to see if a Complete Count Committee (see box) has been 
established.  If yes, volunteer for the Committee.  If not, encourage the county to do so or establish one 
yourself  (The DuPage County effort can serve as a model). 

Offer to help local officials get the word about the importance of Census 2010. 

Put the Census and Redistricting Project on the agenda for one of your unit meetings.  Use the LWVIL office to help plan your agenda, 
including suggestions for speakers and materials. 

Sponsor a public forum on why Census 2010 and the redistricting efforts which follow are critical. 

Write a Letter to the Editor, particularly in response to news reports which undermine or are critical of the principles underlying the Census. 

Take note of relevant interesting news articles and pass them along to friends and colleagues. 

Rely on the resources of the LWVIL. Mary Schaafsma, the Census and Redistricting Project Manager (312.939.5935 x-39 or 
marys@lwvil.org) will be happy to discuss ways you and your League can help make the Census and Redistricting Project successful.   

Make sure we have your correct e-mail address so you can receive periodic updates. 

The state League will have information about the Census and Redistricting Project on its website.  Please check it for important 
information and updates. 

The LWVIL  
is pleased to announce that 

 

MARY SCHAAFSMA 
 

Has been hired as an 

Issues and Advocacy 
Coordinator  

 

This position is in addition to 
her role as Census and 

Redistricting Coordinator.  
Mary can be reached at 

 312-939-5935 X39 
(marys@lwvil.org) 

WHAT IS A COMPLETE COUNT COMMITTEE (CCC)?  
 

An important way for non-profit and community organizations to become 
involved in efforts to ensure a successful count during Census 2010 is to 
encourage the formation of a Complete Count Committee .  The Census 
Bureau promotes these partnerships as a way to make certain that every 
resident in a particular community is counted. 
 

A Complete Count Committee is a team of community leaders comprised of 
representatives from state and local governments; schools and school districts; 
business and media; non-profit and faith-based organizations and individuals 
interested in their community.  The Committee comes together to create a plan 
to ensure a thorough and comprehensive outreach to their constituents.  
Community leaders are obvious envoys in carrying the message of the 

importance of the Censusðthey can assist efforts to 
identify areas in the community where it might be 
difficult for the census questionnaire to reach a 
household and be returned and appreciate the 
challenges associated with counting the more than 300 
million people in the United States as well as the 
consequences of not counting everyone in their 
community. 
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From the President  

 

The LWVIL Convention was action packed 

and stimulating with workshops, caucuses 

and plenary sessions.  I was impressed with 

the issues and activities in which local 

Leagues are engaged.  Check out the full 

convention report at our website www.lwvil.org. 
 

Since Convention, League has been very busy sending out the 

Wills of Convention to our Representatives and Governor Quinn  

and responding to calls from Illinois Senators and Representatives.  

NOW IT IS YOUR TURN! As a member of League you are part of 

one of the most trusted organizations in this state.  When League 

speaks, people listen. You can make a difference. 
 

This year we celebrate the LWV 90th birthday.  Just like the 

founding members responding to the issues of 1920, it is time to 

roll up your sleeves, get busy and get active.  Become advocates in 

your communities - speak up and be heard. 
 

The 2009-2010 year LWVIL action focus is on fiscal policy and 

tax reform, including school funding and social services, Campaign 

Finance and Ethics Reform.  The LWVUS major legislative 

priorities are health care reform and climate change.  In addition, 

we have our Census and Redistricting Project.  The census 

provides important information that helps determine how much 

financial support state and local governments receive from the 

federal government and the number of seats appropriated to each 

state in the U.S. House of Representatives.  We have much to do.  

There are a myriad of ways to become involved.  Some suggestions 

include: 
 

RUN FOR OFFICE!  Or find those in your community you 

feel can do the job and encourage them to throw their hat in 

the political ring. 

Consider becoming involved in the census.  See the article on 

page 1 for ideas. 

Respond to Time For Action (TFAs) alerts. If you do not 

receive these, check with your local League President or the 

LWVIL. 

Follow legislation at http://www.ilga.gov/. Go to the 

legislation and law tabs where you can search by either bill 

number or key word. The website also provides information 

about members of the General Assembly, General Assembly 

committees and legislative schedules. 

Join us for Lobby Day in the Spring. 

Check out our Website at www.lwvil.org.  Beginning this fall 

read our e-news letter. 
 

There is much work to be done and little time to wait!  Dust off 

those ñsensibleò shoes and get going! 

    Nancy 

MEET YOUR 2009-2011 LWVIL BOARD 

L to R:  Top:  Nancy Clark, Mary Kubasak, Ann Logue, Paula Ekstrom, Jean 
Sanger, Claire McIntyre, Nancy Clark, Valerie Krejcie; 

Bottom: Kim Reed, Jeanne Davik, Nancy Marcus, Jan Dorner, Hollis Burgess    

(Missing:  Jessica Tarica, Sharon McGuire) 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

The LWVIL extends heartfelt condolences to the family and 
friends of 

 

DONNA F. SCHILLER 
1927-2009 

 

Donna was a political activist and former president of the LWVIL 
from 1973-1977. Donna pressed for the passage of the equal 
rights amendment and was a long time advocate for merit 
selection of judges. She was active in the LWV of Highland Park.  

2009 LWVIL Convention Overview:  
 

LWVIL Convention included 102 delegates and alternates from 34 local 
Leagues and 2 Inter-League Organizations as well as guests.  Friday evening 
began with Amanda Vinicky, Statehouse reporter for Illinois Public Radio who 
suggested that LWV can get our message heard by having a targeted issue, 
making the case that it matters, and calling local reporters.  Spotlight on 
League Achievement recognized the Leagues of Arlington Heights-Mount 
Prospect-Buffalo Grove Area, Cook County, Jackson County, and LaGrange 
Area for their Community Collaboration/Outreach, of LaGrange Area for its 
Advocacy, of Cook County, Evanston, Geneva-St. Charles and Batavia, 
Highland Park, and McLean County for their Voter Service programs, and 
Cook County and Elmhurst for Website/Communication.  The Community 
Impact Award was presented to the LWV of Rochelle Area for their project 
bringing public transportation to rural Ogle County.  Sandra Locke of the LWV 
of Greater Rockford was honored with the Carrie Chapman Catt award for her 
many years of service to the League and her community. 
 

East Peoria Mayor Dave Mingus welcomed and thanked League members for 
our initiative and diligence in Campaign Finance Reform.  The business of 
Convention included approval of the 2009-10 and 2010-11 budgets, a $1 
increase in the 2010-11 PMP, and program including action foci of Fiscal 
Policy and Tax Reform, Campaign Finance and Ethics Reform, and the True 
Census Count 2010 and Redistricting Reform.  Executive Director Jan Czarnik 
reported that all 116 Chicago high schools participated in the National Student/
Parent Mock Election (NSPME).  Members were updated on the informational 
brochure developed for Judicial Performance Evaluation and the possibility of a 
pilot project through the Joyce Foundation.  Saturdayôs guest, Frank Macka-
man, Director of The Dirksen Center and political humorist, entertained us with 
truisms of politics.   
 

Workshops: 
The 2010 Census and Redistricting ï highlighted the Leagueôs Census and 
Redistricting Project and covered why the League is involved in Census 2010 
as well as recommending ways in which local Leagues can become involved.   
 

Campaign Finance Reform ï reviewed recent Campaign Finance legislation, 
improvements made to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Disclosure of 
campaign contributions was increased, but contribution limits in HB7 were 
much higher than desired and candidates will be able to set up 3 committees to 
take contributions. Limits will not take effect until January 1, 2011.   
 

Tax and Ethics Reform ï discussed the fiscal issues of the State of Illinois, 
including the complex budget and tax systems of the state, the deep deficits 
and pension problems.   
 

Parliamentary Procedures ï presented ways parliamentary procedures can 
address problems encountered in meetings and recommended resources. 
 

Action on Issues ï urged League members to call on legislators who voted  
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Page 2 

http://www.lwvil.org
http://www.ilga.gov/
http://www.lwvil.org/


 

LWVIL State Convention delegates made action our priority.  Action that the LWVIL has taken 
since the June 2009 Convention includes: 
 

Will of Convention regarding Fiscal Crisis sent to the Governor and all members of the General Assembly and Time for Action 

alerts sent to all LWVIL members.  Recommended Letter to the Editor sent to all local League Presidents (and was published in 
some local newspapers around the state). 

Will of Convention regarding Campaign Finance Reform sent to the Governor and all members of the General Assembly. 

Will of Convention regarding Gun Violence Prevention/Conceal Carry Bill (HB 182) sent to the Governor. 

Health Care:   Samples of LWVUS recommended letters to editors and members of the U.S. Congress urging Health Care 

Reform were sent to all IL local League Presidents from the LWVIL office.  The LWVIL home webpage provides an opportunity 
for anyone to send a message to their U.S. Congressional Representatives requesting Health Care Reform now. 

Climate Change:  LWVIL Leaders and Issues Specialists called U.S. Congressional Representatives from IL to urge them to 

vote for the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 (ACES).  The bill passed the U.S. House of Representatives.  
Contact your Senator now to urge for him/her to pass comparable legislation. You can take action from the LWVUS 
website . 

Criminal Justice:  LWVIL sent two letters to the Governor in support of SB 1050 and SB 231. 
 

Complete wording of each of the Wills of Convention is on the LWVIL Website at http://www.lwvil.org/Conv09_WillsConv.asp .  All of 
our Issues Specialists are tracking legislation.  As we all continue to work together to take action on League positions, a few remind-
ers:  The League of Women Voters is political but nonpartisan .  We take positions on issues for which we advocate ï issues are 
nonpartisan.  When we have a position, regardless of how you might personally feel about it, the League does not have to entertain 
debate on that position.  Local League presidents should state this information clearly before hosting unit meetings and forums.  It is 
also advisable, when applicable, to pass out copies of the position covering the topic being discussed at a meeting.  Additionally, if 
you anticipate hostile questioning, it is advisable to entertain only those questions that are written down, like we do at candidate 
forums.   
 

Another important reminder ï our action focus items are:  
 

      Fiscal Policy and Tax Reform      Campaign Finance and Ethics Reform          The 2010 Census and Redistricting  
 

Look for ñTime for Actionò alerts (TFAôs) on these items, especially as we approach the upcoming Veto Session in Springfield.  Also, 
as you plan your calendars, please include these action focus items as topics for your unit meetings.  Do not hesitate to contact the 
LWVIL office if you need additional information or suggestions for speakers.  Please do check our website and that of the LWVUS for 
opportunities to take action.  Sign-up on the LWVIL website to be a grassroots lobbyist and on the LWVUS website to receive action 
alerts.  Please make sure the LWVIL office has your most current email address for when those LWVIL TFAôs go out. 
 

One last suggestion:  get to know your state legislators!  When it is time to do legislative interviews, sign up to go with a group from 

your local League.  And consider traveling to Springfield when we have our next Lobby Day in the first half of 2010. 

(continued  from page 2)   

ñnoò on the tax increase to explain how they plan to fund state government.  People respect and listen to the 
League.  We do make a difference.   NOW is the time for ACTION!      
 

The New Media ï presented information on media and social networking online.  Tips to be effective included  (1) 
Identify Objectives: why are you getting into social networking?; (2) Know your audience; (3) Create links to 
interesting content; (4) Interact with others and (5) Keep it fresh (by updating your info). 
 

Website Design ï explained how to embed videos on your website, accept payments online with PayPal and 
discussed reasonable rates and perks of different hosting services.  Emphasis was on website content and 
organization, including help for local League leaders available on the LWVIL website. 
 

Engaging our Members ï discussed that the time to think about our membersðthe heart of our Leagueðis 
when planning programs and activities for the year.  A healthy League has many engaged members whose 
heart holds the same passion as yours.   Work together to stay healthy.  
 

The League as a Community Organizer ï focused on partnerships with community organizations which help 
engage a broader cross-section of the community, insure larger turnout and participation and increase the 
League's community presence, including discussion of working with coalition partners who do not share all of the 
League values.  Also underscored Inter-League partnerships -working with the LWVIL, LWVUS and other Local 
Leagues is equally important to successful community organizing.   
 

Voter Services Nuts and Bolts ï aimed to help League members in preparing for candidate forums and 
emphasized the importance of knowing the Leagueôs non-partisan and candidate forum polices, as well as for 
Leagues to have their own written rules for candidate participation agreed upon before the forum. Also included 
was how to handle the difficult situations that can arise and how the Elmhurst League leveraged the Internet in 
their forum activities.  
 

Money Management for Board Members ï shared experiences and hints, including practical advice about bank 
accounts, use of Ed Fund monies, and filing the new IRS 990. 

Our heartfelt  
appreciation to  

 

Mary-Lou Aagaard  
Cheryl Budzinski, 

Jan Czarnik, 
Vicky Greene 
Judy Lohr, 

Mary Lubertozzi  
Mo Ormiston   

Mary Schaafsma 
Penny Shnay 

  Judith Upton and   
Ann Yoshida  

for all their hard work in 
putting all the pieces of 

the puzzle that is 
convention together in an  
efficient, engaging way. 
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LWVIL Diversity Policy 
 
The League of Women Voters of Illinois, in both is values and practices, affirms 
its belief in and commitment to diversity and pluralism.  The LWVIL recognizes 
that diverse perspectives are necessary for responsible and effective decision-
making in democratic organizations.  LWVIL affirms its commitment to remove 
barriers to participation in any League activity on the basis of age, race, color, 
ethnicity, gender, disability, sexual orientation, religion, or national origin; and to 
actively be inclusive.    

THE LEAGUE  

OF WOMEN VOTERS 

OF ILLINOIS 

332 South Michigan Ave, Suite 1150 
Chicago, IL 60604 

League of Women Voters of Illinois  
 

President, Nancy Marcus 
Vice President, Jeanne Davik 
Vice President, Jan Dorner 
Vice President, Kim Reed 
Secretary, Mary Kubasak 
Treasurer, Nancy L. Clark 
Voter Editor, Hollis Burgess 

 
Executive Director, Jan Czarnik 

 
332 South Michigan Av, Suite 1150  

Chicago, IL 60604  
312-939-5935 

www.lwvil.org  ǅ info@lwvil.org  
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THANK YOU!  
 

On behalf of the LWVIL and the LWVIL Education Fund, we would like to thank you for 
your generous support of phonathon 2009.  
 

Your financial support means so much to the League.  With your help, the League can 
continue its mission to ensure that governmental systems are responsive and effective, 
and to promote active involvement in our democracy.  


