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Donõt forget your reservation for 

LWVIL State of  the State 

January 24, 2008 

JUST ASK!  
 

Of the 1.6 million non-profits, less than three hundred are grass-
roots-based and few have the reputation and respect that the 
League generates.  How can our members communicate this to 
others?  All League members need to learn to extend an invitation 
to individuals they meet to become part of our unique organiza-
tion.  Just say ï ñWould you like to join us ?ò 
 

In December, Jan Dorner and Valerie Krejcie, of the LWVIL board, 
attended a membership recruitment training session where 
LWVUS staff shared research findings with Leagues across the 
country.  Here is some of the information they noted: 
 

Brevity:  Itôs not just the soul of wit, itôs also the core principle 
of a good membership pitch.  You should be able to say what 
you need to say in about a minute.  Focus on whatôs most 
important and cut away the rest.  What does your audience 
value?  What is important to them?  Use that information to 
engage potential members. 

 

Consistency:  To make our message uniform across the or-
ganization, League members are encouraged to develop and 
present a message based on the simple phrase: ñLWV: where 
hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic im-
provement.ò 

 

Opportunity:  Every public event or activity (including candi-
date forums and votersô guides) should incorporate messages 
about the value of membership in the League and a request 
for individuals to join.  Every member needs to participate by 
sharing the importance of League to herself/himself and ex-
tending an invitation to join.  Personal stories are important. 

 

IRS rules DO allow the League to make membership state-
ments at Education Fund sponsored events. 

 

We will be weaving this message into all our communications.  
Additional recruiting strategies learned at the training will be 
shared with our membership in the following months.  If you have 
issues youôd like to discuss, please contact Valerie Krejcie, Chair 

of Membership Services, at memberservices@lwvil.org. 

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY  LWV IS 85 YEARS YOUNG  
 
Shown here (l to r) are Cindi 
Canary, Executive Director of 
the Illinois Campaign for Po-
litical Reform and Deb Rugg, 
Champaign County League 
member and former LWVIL 
board member, helping the 
Champaign County League 
celebrate its eighty-five years 
as a League. 

EVANSTON LWV CHALLENGES STUDENTS  
 

To help seventh graders personally understand and 
appreciate all the freedoms and protections the Bill of 
Rights affords citizens, the Evanston LWV sponsored a 
contest, ñYour Rights, Your Reasons,ò challenging stu-
dents to portray, in whatever medium they wished, the 
amendment most important to them and why it is impor-
tant. The three top winners received a $500 savings 
bond. The Evanston LWV planners, anticipating per-
haps ten responses, received more than three hundred 
student entries.  Media to express the studentsô ideas 
included poetry, essays, sculpture and art.  Read more 

about this exciting project in the Chicago Sun-Times  
issue of  November 26,  2007, or at 

http://www.pioneerlocal.com/evanston/news/682877 
ev-billrights-120607-s1.article .   

Early Voting  
 

Encourage voters to avail themselves of the opportunity to 
vote early.   Check with your local county or 
township and get the specifics of places and 
times. 
 

 January 14, 2008 - Early voting begins at 
the office of election authority or sites desig-
nated by election authority. 

January 31, 2008  ï Early voting ends. 

THINGS ARE WARMING UPðClimate Matters  

An exciting, informative program - Our Climate Matters, 
a four day symposium on global warming - was held at 
the new Glenview Park District facilities in The Glen.  
Coordinated by the League of Women Voters of Wil-
mette, with the Glenview Park District and nine additional 
local Leagues, Our Climate Matters  examined the is-
sues, implications, challenges and possible óremediesô 
associated with global warming.  A series of concurrent 
programs, each focusing on a different aspect of this sig-
nificant issue, was presented.  Offerings included promi-
nent speakers, as well as panels, forums and workshops 
at which scientists, business people, legislators and other 
policymakers, architects, and citizens shared information 
and considered possible solutions.  Local Leagues held 
ógreen teasô and town hall meetings and hosted book 
discussions at their libraries.  For more detailed informa-
tion, check out the website, www.OurClimateMatters.org. 



From Your President 

As I write this column in mid-December, important decisions for 
the 95th Legislative Session are still in limbo - funding for mass 
transit and capital projects are just two.  The 2006 legislative 
session ran 67 days and this 2007 session has run 287 days . 
A quote from Molly Ivins seems apropos for this session: ñThe thing about 
democracy, beloveds, is that it is not neat, orderly, or quiet.  It requires a certain 
relish for confusion.ò 
 

So, what is our role as League members and citizens in the democratic process?  
John Gardner, a twentieth century novelist, perhaps said it most succinctly: ñThe 
citizen can bring our political and governmental institutions back to life, make 
them responsive and accountable, and keep them honest. No one else can.ò   As 
League members we have much on our plate this winter and spring, including 
candidate forums, an LWVUS Immigration Study and national program planning, 
and a state League study regarding the possibility of a Constitutional Convention 
in Illinois. 
 

The primary issue for Illinois League members to examine this spring is whether 
Illinois needs a Constitutional Convention.  In an atmosphere where many of us 
are concerned about how our Illinois government is working, we must take the 
time to look at the pros and cons of opening up our state constitution to a 
convention.  I urge you to take part in ConCon educational activities and 
participate in your local League consensus meetings.  The materials for those  
Consensus meetings will be sent to local Leagues and available on our website 
around February 1.  The morning session of Issues Briefing on February 23 will 
feature a panel on The Pros and Cons of having a Constitutional Convention.  
Join us for this discussion and an afternoon session on Education Funding, 
Immigration or Global Warming to get ideas on making our governmental 
institutions responsive and accountable. 
 

Membership Recruitment is a top priority for both the state and national Leagues.  
I challenge every member to invite at least one person to Join the League.  Tell 
them - The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard 
democracy leads to civic Improvement.  Individuals can join the League and 
help make our institutions responsive and accountable. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you at the January 24 State of the State Luncheon and 
the February 23 Issues Briefing. 

      Paula 

WANTED:  
CLIMATE CHANGE  
ISSUES SPECIALIST 

 

 

Climate change and related global warming 
issues are an LWVIL priority.  The Issues 
Committee seeks a Leaguer, actively involved 
with these concerns, to provide input and 
leadership in monitoring legislation, educating 
our members and the public, and identifying 
potential LWVIL actions.  The Issues Commit-
tee meets about five times a year.  Your ex-
pertise will be greatly appreciated.  If you are 
interested, know someone who has the knowl-
edge and interest, or for further information,  
email Syvia Tillman at issues@lwvil.org. 

LWVIL 2008 Priorities... 
 

In addition to our involvement  in the 
LWVUS Immigration Study and the 
LWVIL Constitutional Convention 
Study, the state League  will continue 
its efforts on  
 

Issues: 
Ô Fiscal Policy/Funding of Public 

Education and Social Services 
 

Ô Environmental Protection and 
Pollution Control 

 

Projects: 
Ô Making Democracy WorkðShow 

Us Amendment 
 

Ô Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Commission 

Explore Our New Website:  www.lwvil.org  
 

On November 1 the Illinois League launched its new website, designed for easy navigation and 
filled with useful information.  The five main divisions ˈ Issues & Action, Voting & Elections, 
Government Guide, Events & News, and Member Resources ˈ are especially valuable for 
League members.   A second menu of options allows visitors, as well as League members, to find 
out About Us, and also to Join Us, Support Us, and Contact Us.  Explore what the new website 
has to offer.  Here are just a few examples:  
 

Events & News has a special section of ñLocal League Events.ò  Local Leagues can email 
their events to webmaster@lwvil.org for inclusion in this listing.  Program Chairs looking for 
ideas can visit here to find the topics/speakers other Leagues are currently featuring. 

 

Member Resources includes a section called ñResources for Leaders,ò especially Presidents, 
Membership Chairs, Voters Service Chairs, Bulletin Editors, and Treasurers. Updated informa-
tion is provided by State Board members; however, if thereôs something you are looking for 
and donôt find, you can email webmaster@lwvil.org and request it. 

 

By the time you read this, the website will be able to take ticket orders, new memberships and do-
nations online. You will be able to order tickets to the ñState of the Stateò luncheon, for example, 
using your credit card or PayPal account.  
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EDUCATION/SCHOOL FUNDING DIALOGUE  
 

 

Interested in Education/School Funding issues?  
Join LWVILôs issues specialist, Claire McIntyre, 
and others in a dialogue about education issues 
and how to educate and involve citizens in work-
ing for a meaningful solution to the school fund-
ing problems.  Updates and links regarding edu-
cation and LWVILôs advocacy efforts will be 
posted on this site.  If you are interested in par-
ticipating, you will find information on how to ac-
cess the listserv through the LWVIL website.  
Just visit www.lwvil.org, Member Resources, and 
link through óemail discussion groups,ô or call 
Emily Lieber at the LWVIL office (312-959-
5935x37) for more information. 



LWVIL Annual Issues Briefing  
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2008  
 

Loyola University Chicago-Water Tower Campus:  
 Loyola Law Center · Rubloff Auditorium  · 25 East Pearson · Chicago  

 

 
 

 
 

ӫ The Pros and Cons of having a Constitutional Convention  
   

ӫ LWV Advocacy & Front -Burner Issues :  Updates on State Fiscal Policy,  

 Environmental Protection & Pollution Control and the ShowUs Amendment 
 

 
 

 
 

ӫ Education Funding:  Discussion of the impact of state funding on local 

school programs, such as gifted - how to involve your League in educating and  
energizing your local areas  

ӫ Immigration:   Effect on the community of deputizing local police or choosing 

alternative approaches - learn about successful programs    

ӫ Global Warming:  Ways to implement Natural Resources positions - educate 

Registration, Breakfast and Networking Starts at 8:30 a.m.  

Issue Programs  9:15 a.m. to Noon  

LUNCHEON:  Noon to 1 p.m.  

WORKSHOPS:  1 p.m. to 3 p.m. (select one)  

Directions to the 2008 Issues Briefing  
 
Driving:  The event is located on the corner of Pearson and Wabash in Chicago.  For driving directions, 
consult www.mapquest.com. Parking at 900 N. Michigan Av. is available for $6 when validated by Loyola 
at Water Tower Campus.  Public parking information is available at http://www.luc.edu/parking/
watertower.shtml. 
 
Public Transportation:  Red Line Chicago/State stop.  For information on traveling via CTA, visit 
www.transitchicago.com. 
 
Overnight Accommodations :  For assistance booking hotel rooms in downtown Chicago, refer to 
www.hotrooms.com (800/468-3500).   
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REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  February 11, 2008  
To register for the Issues briefing, either complete and return the registration 

form on page 5 or register online at www.lwvil.org  

http://www.mapquest.com/
http://www.luc.edu/depts/safety/lots.html
http://www.luc.edu/depts/safety/lots.html
http://www.hotrooms.com/


ILLINOIS Updates 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION?  
 

On Election Day November 2008, as required every twenty 
years by the Illinois Constitution, Illinois voters will vote on 
whether to have another state constitutional convention.  
This convention will take place if voters give their approval 
either by a 3/5 majority of those voting on the question or by 
a majority of all voters in the election.  The issues to be con-
sidered at a state convention are determined by the dele-
gates at the convention.  This means that the November 
2008 voters, the state legislators, or any elected execu-
tive or judicial officers cannot limit such convention in 
any way to a particular issue or issues . 
 

As one considers how to vote in November 2008, it is very 
important to remember that a constitution is the means by 
which the people give government the power to govern, 
while reserving certain powers and guaranteeing certain 
rights to the people.  While a constitution provides the basic 
government framework and guarantees basic individual 
rights, it is not self-enforcing.  Legislation is needed to im-
plement enforcement. 
 

If November 2008 Illinois voters were to approve having a 
constitutional convention, delegates to that convention could 
consider a wide spectrum of issues that could include sepa-
ration of church and state; death penalty; gun control; abor-
tion; same-sex marriage; stem cell research; definition of 
person; term limits for elected officials; recall of elected offi-
cials; amendatory veto power of governor; merit selection of 
state judges; home rule; eminent domain; education fund-
ing; graduated income tax, to mention just a few.  In consid-
ering these and other issues, convention delegates could 
draft an entirely new state constitution or new constitutional 
amendments, all subject to ratification by Illinois voters.  
Ratification would occur with approval by a simple ma-
jority of those voting on the proposed constitution/
amendment . 
 

In the question of whether to support ConCon, one must 
consider (1) the need to improve the Illinois Constitution, (2) 
the urgency to institute multiple reforms simultaneously, and 
(3) the ability to achieve change through the current amend-
ment process.  Such a review must balance the anticipated 
benefits from rewriting specific articles by a convention 
against the potential risks involved in exposing the entire 
constitution to revision. 
 

It is imperative that as many League members as possible 
participate in their local consensus meetings to be held late 
February through early April.  A study guide has been com-
piled by the 2007-8 LWVIL ConCon Study Committee to 
help League members consider their ConCon positions.  
Materials will be available on the LWVIL website after Janu-
ary 31, 2008.  Also, the LWVIL Issues Briefing on February 
23, 2008 will include a session on Con-Con. 
 

The Illinois Constitution can be found in The Handbook of 
Illinois Government available from the Illinois Secretary of 
Stateôs office or online at ilga.gov. 
 

Sharon Z. Alter, LWVIL Con-Con Study Committee Co-Chair 

CHANGES IN ILLINOIS ELECTION LAWS  

On November 9 the Governor signed SB662, the 2007 Omni-
bus Elections bill, which includes changes relating to mail-in 
voter registrations, permits high school juniors and certain 
college students to serve as election judges, requires specific 
signage in polling places, changes the number of signatures 
needed on nominating petitions and petitions for questions of 
public policy, and changes in the law governing write-in can-
didates.  
 

In addition, it alters procedures for filing objections to peti-
tions and for determining ballot certification and makes dates 
for independent candidates to file nominating petitions later 
than those for party candidates.  SB662 establishes the rules 
for determining the number of early voting locations needed.  
It clarifies the rules for counting absentee ballots, the posting 
of election results in the polling place, and fixes the time by 
which the local election authority must file election results 
with the State Board of Elections.  The testing and certifica-
tion of voting equipment is covered in this legislation.  It re-
quires that voting equipment detect undervotes on ballots for 
state constitutional officers.  
 

Six other election bills also became law:  HB426 moves the 
General Primary election to February 5; HB1872 deals with 
school canvassing; HB1753 creates an Election Day Voter 
Registration Commission, an eight person commission ap-
pointed by the legislative leaders, to investigate the possibility 
of permitting voter registration on Election Day.  It will report 
its findings to the State Board of Elections and the General 
Assembly and will be abolished on January 1, 2009.   
 

HB263 provides that sex offenders whose polling place is in a 
school be allowed to vote absentee or in-person at the elec-
tion authorityôs principal office.  SB299, the Leagueôs bill, al-
lows non-partisan civic organizations to pollwatch and SB996 
clarifies residency requirements for judicial candidates.     

Illinois Student Vote 

Are you ready for the Presidential Election?  No, not that 
one - the National Student Mock Election on October 30, 
2008.  The LWVIL partners with the National Student Parent 
Mock Election organization to provide young people an op-
portunity to get involved in the election process and see that 
their actions count.  Watch our website ( www.LWVIL.org ) 
for more information on the project.   All the Illinois 
Leagues are encouraged to reach out to their local schools to 
publicize the curriculum and the mock election. 
 
Our website will have curriculum for teachers to use in the 
classroom leading up to an election process that will take 
place nationwide.   Participating schools and classes will un-
dertake activities to study the candidates and issues of the 
2008 election in order for students to make informed deci-
sions as they vote for candidates in a simulated election.  
Individual class and school vote totals will be reported to the 
Illinois Student Vote headquarters for a statewide tally of re-
turns, then reported to the National Student/Parent Mock 
Election headquarters  (www.nationalmockelection.org). 
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http://www.nationalmockelection.org/


REGISTRATION FORM:  Issues Briefing 2008  

 

Name: _______________________________________ League:  __________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________ E-mail:   __________________________ 

_____ $45 per person (includes continental breakfast, lunch, briefing packet and workshop materials) 

_____  MORNING Program only:  $25 per person (includes continental breakfast and briefing packet) 

_____  AFTERNOON Program only:  $30 per person (includes lunch and workshop materials) 

Afternoon Workshops :  (Select One) 

     ___ Education Funding        ___  Immigration         ___Global Warming  

 

Forward your registration form and fees to: 

League of Women Voters of Illinois  
332 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1150  
Chicago, IL   60604  
ATTN:  Issues Briefing Registration  
 

The League accepts Visa and MasterCard for your convenience: 
 
Visa ____   MasterCard____     Card #___________________________  Exp. Date ______ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to LWVIL  

REGISTRATION DUE BY 
February 11, 2008  

The conference room at the LWVIL 
office was filled on November 3 for 
our fall Leadership Rap, which be-

gan with the introduction of our new Executive Director, Jan 
Czarnik.  Paula Lawson then discussed the role of the local League 
president, stressing the necessity for delegating responsibilities.  
ñWhatôs Newò on both the National and State levels was covered 
next.  For LWVUS, the focus is on the Immigration Consensus and 
the Membership Recruitment Initiative as well as preparations for  
the 2008 National Convention. 
 

Five LWVIL Board members gave updates: Valerie Krejcie, Member 
Services, described the new League ñclusterò groups and liaisons; 
Kathi Graffam, Voter Service, discussed preparations for the 2008 
elections; Syvia Tillman, Issues, talked about the Show Us Amend-
ment and ConCon; Nancy Marcus, Treasurer, explained the new tax 
filing requirement for local Leagues; and Jeanne Davik, Communi-
cations, described our new improved website. 
 

Individual leaders took the opportunity during and after lunch to net-
work with leaders from other Leagues, as well as to voice concerns 
and seek assistance from the state Board members.  It was a lively 
meeting, and no one seemed to mind the tight quarters. 

LEADERSHIP RAP  
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LWVUS NOTES 
 

VITAL ANECDOTE FOR FAIR ELECTIONS:  The 
LWVUS praised the introduction of the bipartisan 
Presidential Funding Act of 2007 by Senators Russ 
Feingold (D-WI) and Susan Collins (R-ME) and Repre-
sentatives Chris Shays (R-CT) and David Pryce (D-
NC).  This legislation would revive the federal election 
process and level the playing field for all candidates.    
The League is urging Senators to co-sponsor this leg-
islation. 
 
PRESIDENTIAL QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS:  The 
LWVs of Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wis-
consin participated in the Midwest Democracy Net-
work, which invited all presidential candidates to an-
swer a set of questions on federal political reform is-
sues including campaign finance, government ethics, 
communications policy, election laws, voting rights and 
redistricting.  To see the results,  check out 
http://www.midwestdemocracynetwork.org. 
 



LWVIL is proud to be a 
member of the Community 
Shares Illinois  workplace 
giving program.   

 
When you choose Community Shares, you 
decide which of the 70 member organizations, 
including the League, will receive your 
employee contributions.   

 
For more information, visit  

www.communitysharesillinois.org.    

THE LEAGUE  

OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ILLINOIS  

332 South Michigan Ave, Suite 1150 

Chicago, IL 60604 

League of Women Voters of Illinois 
 

President, Paula Lawson 
Vice President, Jeanne Davik 
Vice President, Kathleen Graffam 
Vice President, Michelle Jordan 

Vice President, Syvia Tillman  
Voter Editor, Hollis Burgess 
 

Executive Director, Jan Czarnik 
 

332 South Michigan Av, Suite 1150 
Chicago, IL 60604 

312-939-5935 

www.lwvil.org  ˓ info@lwvil.org 

LWVIL Diversity Policy 

The League of Women Voters of Illinois, in both its values and 
practices, affirms its belief in and commitment to diversity and 
pluralism.  The LWVIL recognizes that diverse perspectives are 
necessary for responsible and effective decision-making in 
democratic organizations.  LWVIL affirms its commitment to remove 
barriers to participation in any League activity on the basis of age, 
race, color, ethnicity, gender, disability, sexual orientation, religion, 
or national origin; and to actively be inclusive.    

Illinois Voter   
Volume 87-Issue 4  

Winter 2007 -08  
The Illinois Voter is published in Spring, 
Summer, Fall, and Winter by the League of 
Women Voters of Illinois, 332 S. Michigan 
Ave., Ste 1150 Chicago, IL 60604.  
Subscription costs included in membership 
dues to members, cost to non-league 
members $8/yr.  League of Women Voters 
is owner and publisher (address above).  

Editor, Hollis Burgess (same address).  
The purpose, function, and nonprofit status 
of this organization has not changed in the 
preceding 12 months.  Average number of 
copies each issue during preceding 12 
months, 4,200, total paid and or requested 
mail subscription 4,025, free distribution 
180, total distribution 4,257. 
 
Founded in 1920, the League of Women 
Voters is a nonpartisan political 
organization which encourages citizens to 
play an informed and active role in 
government.  At the local, state, and 
national levels, the League works to 
influence public policy through education 
and advocacy.  For membership 
information, call 312-939-5935.   

ISSUES BRIEFING 

INFO INSIDE 


