LEAGUE PRINCIPLES
The League of Women Voters Believes:
 In representative government and in the individual liberties established in the
Constitution of the United States.
 That democratic government depends upon the informed and active participation of its
citizens and requires that governmental bodies protect the citizen's right to know by giving
adequate notice of proposed actions, holding open meetings and making public records
accessible.
 That every citizen should be protected in the right to vote; that every person should
have access to free public education that provides equal opportunity for all; and that no
person or group should suffer legal, economic or administrative discrimination.
 That efficient and economical government requires competent personnel, the clear
assignment of responsibility, adequate financing and coordination among the different
agencies and levels of government.
 That responsible government should be responsive to the will of the people; that
government should maintain an equitable and flexible system of taxation, promote the
conservation and development of natural resources in the public interest, share in the
solution of economic and social problems that affect the general welfare, promote a sound
economy and adopt domestic policies that facilitate the solution of international problems.
 That cooperation with other nations is essential in the search for solutions to world
problems and that the development of international organization and international law is
imperative in the promotion of world peace.
Action Under Principles: The Principles are "concepts of government" to which the League
subscribes. According to the LWVUS Bylaws, they serve as authorization for adoption of
national, state and local positions and as a basis for taking action at the national, state and local
levels. However, because the Principles are broad in scope, action based on Principles alone
should be undertaken with caution. It is suggested that any action on the Principles be taken in
conjunction with present League positions to which they apply and on which member
agreement and understanding are known to exist.
The League of Women Voters of Illinois is committed to the principle that amendments to the federal
Constitution should require only a simple majority rather than a 3/5 majority for ratification in Illinois.
The federal ratification process requires approval by 2/3 of both houses of Congress and approval by
3/4 of the state legislatures for an amendment to be ratified. We agree that these stringent
requirements provide sufficient protection for our Constitution. This interpretation should apply only
to the federal Constitution

